
12th June 2026 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

It has been another busy week in school this week. As you can see from the Flyer the 

children have been engaged in a wide variety of activities in their classes. I have really 

enjoyed spending time in the classrooms with them this week and seeing the excitement 

and enthusiasm they have for their learning. 

Very well done this week to our Year 1 and Year 4 children who have been working 

hard on their Phonic Screening Check and Multiplication Tables Check. We have been 

impressed with your attitude and resilience.  

Well done to our Year 4 Orienteering Team who had a great time this week at the Pele 

Trust Orienteering event at Belsay Primary School. They worked well together,        

communicated clearly and showed great resilience. They came fourth overall and were 

great representatives of our school. 

On Tuesday next week Year 6 will be joining with other Church of England schools from 

across the area for the Diocesan Leavers’ Service at St. Nicholas’ Cathedral in          

Newcastle. We would also ask that Year 6 children wear / bring their blue school hoodie 

for the service rather than their leavers hoodie. 

I have also been made aware that WhatsApp have introduced a ‘parent managed’        

account for children using this app. As I am aware that a number of children in school 

are using this app, there are a number of benefits to setting this up to protect your child 

online. Please see later in the flyer for more details. 

Our Summer Fair is coming up soon on Friday 3rd July 2026. If you have any donations 

for the tombola or prizes for the raffle please could you hand them in at the School     

Office. Thank you for your help with this. 

Next week is Drowning Awareness Week. Water safety and what to do in an emergency 

is really important particularly in the summer holidays when children are out and about 

near rivers and the sea. For more details please see the leaflet later in the Flyer. 

Well done to Year 2 for the best attendance this week: 98.4%. 

Well done to Year 2 for the best attendance for this year: 97.4%. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and have a relaxing weekend. 

Mr. A. Wheatley,  

Headteacher.    

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will be marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time . 

 

Please check out the new    

video about the benefits of 

good attendance by clicking 

the image below. 

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Nursery

(Hedgehogs) 
92.4% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
97.6% 95.8% 97% 

Reception 

(Owls) 
97.7% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
97.8% 95.7% 96.1% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
95.2% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
93.5% 95.5% 96.4% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
98.4% 

Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
93.6% 97.4% 97.2% 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3g_tfUyroZM


 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

A Busy Week in Reception. 

Reception have loved finding out about our new topic, 'Let's Go and Explore'.  We 
have particularly enjoyed writing about The Hundred Decker Bus (our new class 
text), ordering measurements, cutting out bus parts and even beginning to create 
our Fathers' Day card.  On Thursday,  when it was particularly wet, we enjoyed 
parachute games in the hall - what a great week, Owls - well done! 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Marshmallow Sculptures with Year 1 

This week in art we started our new unit of sculptures. We looked at the artist Eva 
Rothschild and the work that she has created we then tried to see if we could 
make sculptures out of marshmallows and cocktail sticks! Everyone tried super 
hard and really rose to the challenge.   

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Wheels and Axles with Year 2. 

This week in Year 2, we started our new Design Technology unit on wheels and 

axles. We explored what wheels and axles are and discovered how they help   

objects to move. We then took on the challenge of creating our own wheel and 

axle models.    

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Skeletons and Bones with Year 3. 

In Science we have been learning about our skeletons. We thought about why  

animals have a skeleton and had great fun with our skeleton model learning the 

names of some of the bones! 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 
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Year 4 Math-Magicians!  

This week Year 4's have sat their Multiplication Tables Check and have made us 

so very proud!  

A well deserved trip to the park and a sneaky ice-cream was just what they   

needed after working their socks off. We are really proud of your dedication,        

progress and resilience, Year 4.   

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Inspiring Naturalists with Year 5. 

This week, our fantastic Year 5 researched some of the world’s most inspiring  

naturalists as part of an exciting new science project! From Jane 

Goodall and Wangari Maathai to David Attenborough and Steve Irwin, the children 

explored the lives and achievements of these remarkable environmental       

champions, discovering how they have worked tirelessly to protect our planet and 

its wildlife. Children designed eye-catching posters and informative leaflets,  

showcasing fascinating wildlife discoveries, conservation successes, and          

environmental breakthroughs. The results were truly impressive, demonstrating 

both their growing scientific knowledge and their passion for the natural world.    

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



A Colourful Week in Year 6. 

A colourful week in Year 6, with the children now all in their leavers hoodies. This 

week, we have been refining our narrative writing skills, focusing on how we can 

use particular features for maximum impact. We have looked at changing verbs 

and adjectives in our writing, in addition to using relative clauses, fronted          

adverbials and a range of sentence starters to ensure our piece of writing is      

cohesive.  Today, we recapped how to correctly punctuate speech, and use it    

effectively to advance the action in our writing.  Well done Year 6 for your        

continued hard work.   

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

 



Online Safety Update 

WhatsApp - New Parental Management Controls 

With the exception of YouTube, WhatsApp has always been one of the most   
popular messaging apps, including for children under 13. This has always been a 
concern for a lot of different reasons, but out of the blue it seems that Meta have 
now created a parent-managed service which is a really positive step.  
 
Similar to other parent-managed accounts, a parent will pair their device/account 
to the child's device/account which then gives a lot of flexibility such as: 

 No 'view once' messages. 
 No location sharing. 
 Messages and group invites from unknown contacts sent to the parent for ap-

proval. 
 Parent notifications, such as new contact added. 
 
Link: WhatsApp parent-managed accounts - explained. 

Link: How to set up a parent-managed account. 

 

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

Last week Internet Matters     

released a new, and revealing 

report showing that children 

with additional needs              

experience the best and worst 

of online life.  

 

Click here to read the report. 

 

For advice for parents please 

click here. 

 

https://us.list-manage.com/PCvzbmD36Uj?e=96c2147121&c2id=2fd4860adce26f8ed60b3e4a97339189
https://us.list-manage.com/jIXfDbHQVXN?e=96c2147121&c2id=2fd4860adce26f8ed60b3e4a97339189
https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Internet-Matters-Every-child-safe-online-additional-needs-research-June-2026.pdf
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/additional-needs-support/


 

Drowning Prevention Week 

Next week is drowning prevention week. Following the tragic events which took 

place over the Bank Holiday weekend with a number of young people drowning in 

the North East water safety is more important than ever. 

As you will be aware a child can drown in as little as 5cm of water. Therefore, it is 

really important that children learn not only how to swim but how to stay safe 

around water when out and about, particularly during the summer holidays. 
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‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 
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Dates for your Diary - Summer Term  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tuesday 16th June 2026 Year 6 Diocesan Leavers’ Service at St. Nicholas’ Cathedral  

Wednesday 17th June 2026 Year 4 Team at Golf Tournament 

Wednesday 17th June 2026 Special Football World Cup Lunch Menu for school lunch 

Friday 19th June 2026 Year 4 visit to Stephenson Railway Museum 

Friday 19th June 2026 Dance City Workshops for Year 5 and Year 6 

Wednesday 24th June 2026 - 

Sunday 28th June 2026 
Year 6 Trip to France 

Wednesday 24th June 2026 Year 1 visit to RNLI at Cullercoats 

Friday 26th June 2026 Archery Session for Year 5 

Monday 29th June 2026 Sports Day 

Thursday 2nd July 2026 and 

Friday 3rd July 2026 
Year 6 Transition Days at Ponteland High School 

Friday 3rd July 2026 School Summer Fair 

Monday 6th July 2026 Year 6 Visit to St. James’ Park 

Wednesday 8th July 2026 
Swimming Gala (Team to be chosen)  

(No Year 4 Swimming this week) 



‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

 

Dates for your Diary - Summer Term  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Thursday 9th July 2026 
Music and Drama Summer Showcase at 4.30pm in School 

Hall 

Friday 10th July 2026 Rocksteady Concert for Parents in School Hall at 10am 

Monday 13th July 2026 Moving Up Morning 

Monday 13th July 2026 Heddon’s Got Talent Finals  (Children only) 

Thursday 16th July 2026 Year 6 Leavers Assembly at 2pm in School Hall 

w/c Monday 20th July 2026 SUMMER HOLIDAYS 


