
5th June 2026 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

It is lovely to welcome all the children back for the final half term of the school year. 

What a week it has been in school! It has been our ‘Made in the North East week’ and the 

children have been learning about different aspects of life and the history of the North East. 

All the children have had the opportunity to participate in a visit this week related to what 

they have been learning about.  

We have been to places as diverse as local farms with Nursery and Reception, the bridges 

across the Tyne with Year 1 to exploring our industrial heritage with Years 2, 5 and 6       

exploring inventors at the Discovery Museum, mining at Woodhorn and shipbuilding at the 

Sunderland Maritime Museum respectively. Year 3 and 4 explored the history of our region 

visiting Prudhoe Castle and the waggon ways and George Stephenson’s Cottage. 

While out and about, all the children were amazing ambassadors for our school drawing 

many positive comments from the guides and volunteers at the venues. 

The children were all fantastic when out and about and were a real credit to the school. 

I would also like to extend thanks to all the parent helpers who gave up their time this week 

to volunteer and accompany the children on their visits. Your help is very much                

appreciated.  Special thanks to Mr. Henderson who gave up his time (and garden) to talk to 

the children in Year 4 and show them his steam locomotives.  

Thank you all for your contributions towards the costs of the visits which enabled them to 

take place and so enriched the children’s learning and experiences. 

Good luck to Year 1 and Year 4 who, next week, will complete the Phonic Screening Check 

and Multiplication Tables Check respectively. You will be amazing! 

Well done to Year 2 for the best attendance this week: 98.1%. 

Well done to Year 6 for the best attendance for this year: 97.4%. 

Thank you very much for all of your support this half term and for the term ahead. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and have a relaxing weekend. 

Mr. A. Wheatley,  

Headteacher.    

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will be marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time . 
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Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Nursery

(Hedgehogs) 
94.3% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
96% 96% 96.8% 

Reception 

(Owls) 
93.4% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
97.3% 95.3% 96.1% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
87.2% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
94.5% 94.8% 96.4% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
98.1% 

Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
95.7% 97.3% 97.4% 



 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 
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At the Farm with Reception. 

Reception have had a fabulous week learning all about farming as part of ‘Made 
in the North East Week’, we particularly all really enjoyed going to Red Hemmels 
Farm and learning all about how to be a farmer and how to look after the         
countryside.  
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At the Quayside with Year 1 

In Year 1 for Made in the North East week we have been looking at the seven 
bridges along the Quayside in Newcastle. We have spent time naming the      
bridges, along with drawing what we would want our own bridge to look like.      
On Wednesday we went on a trip to see all of the bridges along the Quayside and 
we were lucky enough to see the millennium bridge move! Everyone had a super 
time at being photographers and got some excellent pictures of all the bridges. 
Well done Year 1!  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Influential Inventors with Year 2. 

Year 2 enjoyed a fantastic day at the Discovery Museum! During the morning, 

they took part in a guided tour, learning about some of the North East’s most     

influential inventors and exploring the inventions that made them famous. In the 

afternoon, they attended a workshop focused on the Rainhill Trials and the   

Rocket locomotive, designed by George and Robert Stephenson. To finish the 

day, the children carried out their own Discovery Trials, designing and building 

miniature locomotives before racing them to find out which could travel the       

furthest.    

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

At Prudhoe Castle with Year 3. 

This week in Year 3, we have been celebrating Made in the North East week by 

covering our topic ‘Medieval castles’. We have been writing castle stories, leaning 

about the inside and outside of castles, and designing and making our own       

medieval tiles. The highlight of our week was our trip to Prudhoe Castle. We were 

lucky enough to have exclusive access to the castle. We did a tour, followed by a 

scavenger hunt and then wrote some acrostic poems about the castle.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

An Unforgettable Adventure in Year 4 

What an unforgettable adventure Year 4 had during our "Made in the North East" week! Diving 

headfirst into our transport theme, we began by exploring how people move across our region. 

We used Google Maps to plan intricate North East journeys, put our maths skills to the test by 

converting units of time and mapped out routes across the Tyne and Wear Metro to convert 

units of measure. We also stepped back in time to learn about the legendary local railway      

pioneer: George Stephenson.  Creativity and financial literacy collided when we put our money 

and budgeting skills to work at "Mrs. March's craft shop" to buy materials for a model rocket 

competition. The challenge reached a whole new level thanks to some truly outrageous pricing -  

including a steep £1.50 fee just to rent a pair of scissors!  

While a last-minute trip cancellation could have dampened our spirits, it turned out to be a 

blessing in disguise. Instead, we headed out for a spectacular day adventuring to Wylam. We 

stood in awe at George Stephenson's birthplace, enjoyed a picnic in the park, marvelled at the 

historic old rail bridge and explored the mini museum at the Falcon Centre. The long walk back 

to school was a true resilience builder but our frequent "sweetie stops" kept everyone smiling 

and helped us build lifelong memories together. Back in school, we channelled our inner actors 

to perform scenes from The Railway Children. Finally, we wrapped up our incredible week by 

blending art and history, creating stunning single-point perspective pictures of the iconic Wylam 

Waggonway. It was a week packed with grit, creativity and North East pride!  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

At Woohorn Colliery with Year 5. 

Year 5 had a wonderful time stepping back in time during our recent visit to  

Woodhorn Colliery. The children acted as real history detectives, examining      

authentic mining artefacts alongside original photographs and logbooks from the 

era. By comparing these items with modern historical texts, they learned how   

primary and secondary sources combine to tell a complete story.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

A Nautical Time with Year 6. 

Year 6 took a trip to Sunderland Maritime Museum, as part of their Made in the 

North East activities. We listened to Ian and Alan, two experts in local Maritime 

history, as they explained the North East’s vital role in the country’s history of ship 

building. We also found out about a local man, Jack Crawford, and his bravery in 

the famous Battle of Camperdown. The children listened fantastically, before     

enjoying some hands on activities in the afternoon, including rope making, a 

throwing competition and hammering.   

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

 



. 

Tesco Stronger Starts Competition 

We are delighted to share that our school came second in the Tesco Stronger 

Starts competition! This means we will receive an amazing £1,000 to spend on 

OPAL Play and Forest School resources. A huge thank you to everyone who   

supported us by shopping at Tesco and collecting blue tokens for our school. We 

really appreciate every vote and couldn't have achieved this without your support. 

We'll let you know soon what we'll be purchasing with the funding, and we're  

looking forward to providing even more exciting opportunities for our children      

to enjoy.  

In the meantime we are still looking for further OPAL play donations: 
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Dates for your Diary - Spring Term  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 10th June 2026 School Photographs (Class photos) 

Tuesday 16th June 2026 Year 6 Diocesan Leavers Service at St. Nicholas’ Cathedral  

Friday 19th June 2026 Year 4 visit to Stephenson Railway Museum 

Wednesday 24th June 2026 - 

Sunday 28th June 2026 
Year 6 Trip to France 

Wednesday 24th June 2026 Year 1 visit to RNLI at Cullercoats 

Friday 26th June 2026 Archery Session for Year 5 

Monday 29th June 2026 Sports Day 

Thursday 2nd July 2026 and 

Friday 3rd July 2026 
Year 6 Transition Days at Ponteland High School 

Friday 3rd July 2026 School Summer Fair 

Monday 6th July 2026 Year 6 Visit to St. James’ Park 

Thursday 9th July 2026 
Music and Drama Summer Showcase at 4.30pm in School 

Hall 

Friday 10th July 2026 Rocksteady Concert for Parents in School Hall at 10am 

Monday 13th July 2026 Moving Up Morning 

Monday 13th July 2026 Heddon’s Got Talent Finals  (Children only) 



‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

 

Dates for your Diary - Summer Term  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Thursday 16th July 2026 Year 6 Leavers Assembly at 2pm in School Hall 

w/c Monday 20th July 2026 SUMMER HOLIDAYS 


