
2nd April 2026 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

The Spring term has really flown past and I can’t believe we are now looking    

forward to the Summer. I would like to thank all the children and staff for their hard 

work since Christmas and I would also like to thank you for your support in     

helping your children and the School. 

It was lovely to see so many of you at our Key Stage 2 Easter Service this    

morning. I always look forward to this service where the children share the Easter 

story in song and readings ending the term on a note of joy and happiness with 

the risen Jesus. 

Looking ahead to the Summer there are lots of exciting things planned such as 

the visit to France, Made in the North East week, with lots of visits already 

booked, and Armed Forces Day to look forward to. It is also the season for Key 

Stage 2 SATS, Year 4 Multiplication Check and Year 1 Phonic Screen so there is 

still lots of work for the children to do. 

With the cost of living crisis still ongoing I am aware that holidays can be a tricky 

time for many families. Therefore, please see later in the flyer for information on 

where kids can eat free or for £1 this Easter. Go North East buses are also        

offering free travel to children with a fee paying adult. Please check out their  

website here which gives details of deals at Museums and other places if you 

travel there by bus. 

Unfortunately we have been unable to offer our Easter Club this year. Please see 

later in the flyer for a list of clubs and activities taking place in the local area over 

Easter. Please note that inclusion on the list does not imply a recommendation 

from the school nor has the school quality assured the clubs for content or safety. 

Well done to Year 2 with the best attendance this week: 99.2%. 

Well done to Year 6 for the best attendance for this year: 97.8%. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and have a peaceful and relaxing Easter 

break. We look forward to seeing everyone safe and well back in School on   

Monday 20th April 2026. 

Mr. A. Wheatley,  

Headteacher    

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

https://www.gonortheast.co.uk/whats-across-north-east-easter


We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will be marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time . 
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Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Nursery

(Hedgehogs) 
96.6% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
98% 96.2% 97.3% 

Reception 

(Owls) 
93.8% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
94.4% 96.9% 95.6% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
95% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
96.8% 96.1% 97.4% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
99.2% 

Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
94.6% 97.5% 97.8% 
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A Lovely Week in Reception. 

Reception have had a lovely week, spending lots of time outside in the            
sunshine.  We've worked together to create nests to protect our precious eggs; 
used the lycra when singing songs and rhymes and built some excellent            
structures.  Well done Owls!  
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A Wonderful Week in Year 1 

We have been so busy this week in Year 1. On Tuesday we went to the church for 
a RE lesson with Reverend Rachel, she showed us how to make our own palm 
crosses then some of us enacted washing each others feet. Then we all shared 
some bread and wine (juice!) just like Jesus did at the last supper. In Science as 
part of our new unit we planted sunflower seeds so that we can learn how plants 
grow. Throughout this week we have all been working super hard to decorate our 
hand puppets and they look fabulous. On Thursday as a special treat we made 
Easter nests which we ate whilst we watched a couple of episodes of Peter    
Rabbit. Well done, Year 1!  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



A Visit to Alnwick Castle with Year 2 

Year 2 has had an amazing day at Alnwick Castle! We started our day learning 

about the castle defences as part of our storming the Barbican workshop. We 

were split into two teams, England and Scotland, and the Scottish were trying to 

take the castle from the English. We used foam swords and balls as arrows to     

attack and defend in our battle. The Scottish managed to get past the drawbridge, 

through the portcullis and into the castle where they were then defeated by the 

English after a tense game of rock, paper, scissors to decide the victor! The    

English then captured the Scottish soldiers and took them to the prison. There we 

learned about what happened to any soldiers that were captured during battle.   

After lunch we visited the armoury where we learned about some of the weapons 

and clothing that the soldiers would have used to protect themselves during a   

battle such as chain mail, swords and helmets. We then went on a tour of the 

state rooms and we asked lots of brilliant questions to the guides in each room. 

What a brilliant end to our term!  
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A Busy Week in Year 3. 

This week in Year 3, we finished our class book ‘The Minpins’. We created a set 

of instructions on how to make wild strawberry jam from the Forest of Sin. As we 

approach Easter, we made some lovely Easter cards and remembered why    

Easter is so important to Christians and why it is celebrated. 
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Wonderful Watercolours with Year 4 

To round off our Wonders of Water topic, Year 4 artists have been diving deep into 

their creativity! Taking inspiration from the atmospheric works of J.M.W. Turner, 

the children have used watercolours to produce a series of truly beautiful          

waterscapes. By experimenting with light, texture, and fluid brushstrokes, they 

have brilliantly captured the power and movement of water, making for a            

spectacular finale to our term’s learning.    
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April Fool’s Day (in French!) with Year 6. 

April Fool’s Day in France is called Poisson d’Avril and it’s a day of pranks and 

chocolate. Many jokes and pranks are from telling a story that is so ridiculous, but 

still has a chance of being true, and so is often believed. When the other person 

falls for the joke or prank the joker calls out “April Fool” and hopefully everyone 

sees the funny side and has a laugh. In French this week, the children enjoyed 

making their own paper fishes to celebrate this day.   
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Key Stage 2 Easter Service 

Thank you to everyone who came to share our Easter worship with us. 
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Fundraising Updates 

Please see the picture below of the visit of Michaela Horncastle from last week 

when she visited school to celebrate the purchase of the new Chromebooks 

which she had so generously funded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Nose Day 

Thank you for your donations for Red Nose Day – we raised £164 for a good 

cause. 

 

Easter Hamper 

Thank you for buying raffle tickets – we managed to raised £150 for OPAL Play. 
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Easter Clubs in the Local Area 

Please note that inclusion on the list does not imply a recommendation from the 

school nor has the school quality assured the clubs for content or safety. 

Please see a list of local Easter Holiday Clubs which are available to book via the 

links. 

Go Wild in the Woods - Ponteland Primary School - 13/04/26 

DRF Sports Coaching - Darras Hall Primary - 07/04/26 - 10/04/26 & 13/04/26 - 

17/04/26 

Happy Days Holiday Club - Darras Hall Primary - 07/04/26 - 10/04/26 & 13/04/26 

- 17/04/26 

Grassroots - Richard Coates - 13/04/26 - 17/04/26 

Wilde Farm - 07/04/26 - 10/04/26 & 13/04/26 - 17/04/26 

Epic Camps - Mowden Hall - 07/04/26 - 10/04/26 & 13/04/26 - 17/04/26 

Chimney Sweep Theatre Company - Jesmond - 07/04/26 - 10/04/26 & 13/04/26 - 

17/04/26 

Morpeth Holiday Club - KEVI Morpeth - 07/04/26 - 10/04/26 & 13/04/26 - 17/04/26 

CDL Sport - Morpeth CHTC- 14/04/26 - 16/04/26 

Dancecity - Newcastle - 13/04/26 - 17/04/26 

Northumbria University - Newcastle - 07/04/26 - 10/04/26 & 13/04/26 - 17/04/26 

https://bookwhen.com/gowildinthewoods?fbclid=IwY2xjawQfaNlleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBsZXlxRTM4WW9QeWI5cWd4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHq9PhdMy4Pj0OLrIUkvtc_oHDXPxK6asubr0pOf53mc8haNSJ5lGlChtVj01_aem_igKfP-xjGcec-8S_27OcyA#focus=ev-sr0v1-2026041309000
https://bookaby.me/drf-sports-coaching/whats-on#venue=c90afa5a
https://happydaysclub.co.uk/holiday-club/
https://www.grassrootssports.co.uk/course-type/sports-weeks/easter-courses/
https://wilde-farm.myshopify.com/collections/wilde-farm-holiday-club
https://www.epiccamps.co.uk/mowden
https://chimneysweeptc.co.uk/holiday-clubs/holiday-activities-club-weeks/
https://www.morpethholidaycamp.co.uk/
https://cdl-sport.classforkids.io/camps
https://www.dancecity.co.uk/class/300099/easter-dance-camp-2026/
https://northumbriasport.com/kids-camps


 

Football Clubs in the Local Area over Easter 

Please note that inclusion on the list does not imply a recommendation from the 

school nor has the school quality assured the clubs for content or safety. 

For those children in receipt of benefit related free school meals the Callerton 

Easter Sports Camp is part of the HAF (Holiday Activities and Food) programme 

and is available for free and provides a hot meal each day.  

For further information about the wide range of other HAF eligible activities taking 

place in Northumberland over the Easter holidays please check out the guide 

here.  
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https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/NorthumberlandCountyCouncil/media/Child-Families/Families/HAF%20Guide%20for%20Parents%20and%20Carers%20-%20Easter%20Guide.pdf
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Dates for your Diary - Spring Term  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 3rd April 2026 GOOD FRIDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

w/c Monday 5th April 2026 EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Monday 4th May 2026 MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

w/c Monday 11th May 2026 Key Stage 2 SATS Week 

w/c Monday 25th May 2026 HALF TERM HOLIDAYS 

w/c Monday 1st June 2026 Made in the North East Week 

Monday 1st June 2026 Reception visit to Red Hemmel Farm 

Monday 1st June 2026 Year 5 visit to Woodhorn Museum 

Tuesday 2nd June 2026 Year 6 visit to Sunderland Maritime Centre 

Tuesday 2nd June 2026 Year 2 visit to the Discovery Museum 

Wednesday 3rd June 2026 Year 1 visit to Newcastle Quayside 

Wednesday 3rd June 2026 Year 3 visit to Prudhoe Castle 

Thursday 4th June 2026 Nursery visit to Whitehouse Farm 

Friday 5th June 2026 Year 4 visit to the Stephenson Railway Museum 
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Dates for your Diary - Summer Term  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 10th June 2026 School Photographs (Class photos) 

Tuesday 16th June 2026 Year 6 Diocesan Leavers Service at St. Nicholas’ Cathedral  

Wednesday 24th June 2026 - 

Sunday 28th June 2026 
Year 6 Trip to France 

Monday 29th June 2026 Sports Day 

Thursday 2nd July 2026 and 

Friday 3rd July 2026 
Year 6 Transition Days at Ponteland High School 

Friday 3rd July 2026 School Summer Fair 

Monday 6th July 2026 Year 6 Visit to St. James’ Park 

Thursday 9th July 2026 
Music and Drama Summer Showcase at 4.30pm in School 

Hall 

Friday 10th July 2026 Rocksteady Concert for Parents in School Hall at 10am 

Monday 13th July 2026 Moving Up Morning 

Monday 13th July 2026 Heddon’s Got Talent Finals  (Children only) 

Thursday 16th July 2026 Year 6 Leavers Assembly at 2pm in School Hall 

w/c Monday 20th July 2026 SUMMER HOLIDAYS 


