
6th February 2026 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

It has been another busy, if somewhat wet, week in school with lots of exciting activities 

happening. Reception were very excited to have a visit from the Fire Brigade who came 

in their fire engine, sounded the sirens and even showed them how tall the ladders 

were! We would like to say a big thank you to all the firefighters who came to talk to the 

children. 

Next week is Childrenôs Mental Health week and children will be learning about this and 

taking part in activities across the week. On Friday Key Stage 2 will be visiting other 

teachers over the day for a carousel of activities. We would love you to join us on the 

yard at 8.45am on Friday 13th February 2026 for a whole school óWake Up Shake Upô 

dance led by Mrs. Walker. Parents are invited to join in so bring your dancing shoes! 

Please see later in the Flyer for details of our Key Stage 2 Poetry Exhibition. All the 

classes in Key Stage 2 are providing poems and we would love for you to come and 

share them with the children. It is open for one night only on Wednesday 4th March    

between 3.15pm and 4.15pm in the Studio. 

Please check out our online safety guide which this week has YouTube as its focus. 

There are lots of handy hints and tips to ensure that children remain safe if they are    

using this app.  

We would also like to share with you some new research and information about the    

impact of screen time upon sleep and what this can mean for your child. There are links 

to the research and other useful and interesting information and guides for you.  

If you have been to the school office you may have noticed our OPAL Play Penny Pot. If 

you have any spare coins in your pocket (no matter how small) and would like to donate 

them to support purchasing more equipment for our active playtimes then we would    

really appreciate you putting them into our pot. 

Please check out our updated óDates for the Diaryô section of the flyer for all our         

upcoming events. 

Well done to Year 3 with the best attendance this week: 99.6% 

Well done to Year 6 for the best attendance for this year: 97.8%. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and you have a relaxing weekend. 

Mr. A. Wheatley,  

Headteacher    

óLet all that you do be done with loveô 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will be marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time . 
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Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Nursery

(Hedgehogs) 
96.7% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
99.6% 96.1% 96.8% 

Reception 

(Owls) 
95.7% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
91.1% 96.6% 96.5% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
99.2% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
97.4% 94.7% 97.5% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
95.5% 

Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
96.1% 96.9% 97.8% 
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A Visit from the Fire Brigade with Reception 

Reception had a fantastic visit from the firefighters at Ponteland Fire Station this 
week.  They told us all about how they helped people, how they rescued adults 
and children and how all of their tools worked.  
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Pop Art with Year 1 

This half-term in art we have been looking at the work of Roy Lichenstein, a pop 
art artist. Each week we have been practising different skills to help us to make 
our own pop art painting such as; mixing paint, using the Ben Day dot technique 
and using different materials to make our paintings textured. This week we have 
begun to make our own final pop art pieces that we will stick into our sketchbooks 
next week.   
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Information Leaflets in Year 2 

This week in English, we have been busy creating our own informative leaflets all 

about castles. We started by organising our facts under clear subheadings, which 

helped to group our ideas and make the information easy to read. We then edited 

our work to improve our spelling and punctuation before writing up our final    

booklets neatly.  
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A Busy Week in Year 3. 

This week in Year 3, we have been perfecting our knowledge of multiplying and 

dividing by three. The class have used manipulatives to help them group and 

share different amounts into equal groups. We have also started our new PE   

topic, gymnastics. The class practiced different balancing techniques.   
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Fractions with Year 4. 

Year 4 have been getting to grips with fractions this week. They have         

demonstrated a deep understanding of what a fraction is by giving loads of       

examples of a whole and a part; they have also been able to show fractions as a 

certain amount of equal parts. Our strategies for remembering the roles of the  

numerator and denominator may be a little unusual (your Y4 child could show you 

how to dance like a denominator) but they have resulted in clear, confident Maths 

work!  
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Chemical Reactions with Year 5! 

This week, Year 5 carried out an exciting science experiment to explore chemical 

and irreversible changes. We used vinegar, bicarbonate of soda, a plastic bottle 

and a balloon to see what would happen when they were mixed together. When 

the two substances reacted, a gas was produced and the balloon began to inflate. 

The children observed that this was an irreversible change because we could not 

get the original materials back.    

óLet all that you do be done with loveô 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Poetry and Tests with Year 6 

Well done to all Year 6 pupils this week for completing their most recent round of 

mock SATs papers. The children approached these with a great attitude and an 

eagerness to do well. At the end of the week, we have used our English lessons 

to begin to analyse the poem óIfô, written by Rudyard Kipling. Today we spent 

some time writing sentences to use in our own version of the poem; we will pen 

these next week ready for the poetry exhibition after the half term.   
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Key Stage 2 Poetry Exhibition 

We are thrilled to invite you to our Key Stage 2 Poetry Exhibition! Whether youôre 
a fan of a classic sonnet or you just appreciate a well-timed rhyme, we would love 
for you to join us for an afternoon celebrating our young wordsmiths. 
 
The stars of the show this year are our wonderful Year 3 pupils, whose work will 
be the centerpiece of the display. However, we havenôt forgotten the rest of the 
team! Years 4, 5, and 6 have also been working hard to create some truly        
exciting contributions that you wonôt want to miss. 
 
The Details 
 

¶ When: Wednesday, 4th March 

¶ Time: 3:15 PM ï 4:15 PM 

¶ Where: The School Studio 
 
Whatôs in Store? 

¶ The Main Event: A gallery of original poems from across the key stage. 

¶ Family Fun: Interactive activities for all the family, where you can try your 
hand at some creative writing, take part in our scavenger hunt or guess the   
teacher's favourite poem. 

¶ Refreshments: Plenty of tea, coffee, and biscuits to keep the inspiration    
flowing. 
 
We know your time is precious, but we would truly love to see you there to        
celebrate the childrenôs creativity and hard work. 
 

We look forward to seeing you thereðitôs going to be epic! 
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Tesco Stronger Starts Programme 

Thank you so much to everyone who has helped support the school by voting for 

us with their blue tokens at Tesco. It is lovely to see pictures of our children voting 

for us while out shopping! We will be using any funding that we receive from this 

initiative to provide more new equipment for the children to use during OPAL play. 

Please see the poster below for more details about the scheme and how to vote. 

We have some exciting new equipment coming as a result of previous            

fundraising. We hope that this will be available for the children to use in the    

coming weeks. 
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Sleep and Screens 

Research shows that primary-aged children (8 -11 years) who limit recreational 

screen time to under two hours a day achieve significantly higher scores in 

thinking, language, and memory tests compared to those who exceed this limit. A 

landmark study published in óThe Lancet Child & Adolescent Healthô found that 

the best cognitive outcomes occur when this screen limit is combined with 9 -11 

hours of sleep, as excessive digital use often "displaces" the deep sleep and 

physical activity vital for brain development. To support your child's focus and 

learning, health organizations like the NHS and World Health                             

Organisation recommend prioritising "active" high-quality content and ensuring 

screens are switched off at least one hour before bedtime to protect sleep quality.   

Why not fill in the 'Family Tech Agreement' to set healthy boundaries and            
recharge your routines over the half term break?  

Evidence & Resources for Parents: 
 

¶ The Lancet Study: Impact of Screen Time on Cognitive Performance 
 

¶ NHS Guidance: Tips for Healthy Screen Time Limits 

¶ World Health Organization: Guidelines on Physical Activity and Sedentary 
Behaviour 

¶ Smartphone-free childhood: https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/the-
issue/evidence  

Currently our school is third on the leaderboard for Northumberland for parents 

committing to a smartphone free childhood. If you haven't signed yet, it takes less 

than a minute: https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/parent-pact  

http://www.heddon-school.co.uk/sleep-and-screens/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/09/180926192102.htm
https://www.newcastle-hospitals.nhs.uk/resources/screen-time/
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-04-2019-to-grow-up-healthy-children-need-to-sit-less-and-play-more
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-04-2019-to-grow-up-healthy-children-need-to-sit-less-and-play-more
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/the-issue/evidence
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/the-issue/evidence
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/parent-pact
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