
7th November 2025 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Welcome back everyone! It is great to be back in school this week as we begin perhaps 

the busiest and most exciting term of the year. Not only are the children busy with their 

learning but we begin that magical and exciting run up to Christmas which will be here 

before we know it! As I write this the sounds of classes practising their Christmas songs 

is ringing around the school. Please check out the Diary section at the end of the Flyer 

for the dates of all of our upcoming Christmas events. 

This week has also been ‘Green Careers Week’. We were pleased to welcome Northern 

Gas into school who led workshops across Key Stage 2. The children got to learn about 

renewable energy and climate change and biogas reactors. Some classes even got to 

generate their own biogas! The children have also been exploring and researching 

‘green’ careers which they were interested in. 

We have recently changed how our School Council works to increase their involvement 

in school and to give all children a voice. Please check out the page later in the flyer 

written by Alex and Poppy, two of our school councillors, to find out more. 

It has been lovely to see so many of you at parents evening this week. If you were      

unable to attend, the school will be contacting you to arrange a telephone appointment 

with your child’s teacher. Staff in school are always happy to speak with you should you 

wish to do so. You can do this via the home learning email addresses or via the School 

Office. 

Thank you to everyone who completed the Reading survey. We will be collating this 

over the coming days and will use the information to refine our support for children and 

parents in relation to reading. 

The online portal for Reception place admissions for September 2026 is now open. If 

your child is in Nursery and you have not yet applied please see the page later in the 

flyer for more information about the application process.  

We have a three way tie for the best attendance this week: Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 

have an amazing 100%! 

Well done to Year 6 for the best attendance for this year: 99.5%. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and have a relaxing weekend. 

Mr. A. Wheatley,  

Headteacher    

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will be marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time . 
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Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Nursery

(Hedgehogs) 
97.5% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
96% 97% 96.6% 

Reception 

(Owls) 
98.4% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
100% 97.5% 97.8% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
93% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
100% 93.8% 99% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
98.8% 

Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
100% 98.8% 99.5% 
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The Three Little Pigs in Reception 
 
Reception had a brilliant time time this week starting our focus on The Three Little 
Pigs. We built houses together, thinking about how important their structural     
stability was.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Subtraction with Year 1  

What a lovely week we have had after the half-term holidays. This week in Maths 

we were recapping our previous learning from before the holidays and were using 

our knowledge to answer addition problems. Then we have begun to learn how to 

subtract, we started this by learning how to find a missing part. We used a       

part-whole model and using cubes we had to add the number of cubes it would 

take to get us from one part to the whole and that would give us our missing part. 

Well done Year 1!   

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Remembrance with Year 2! 

In Year 2, our history enquiry question this half term is ' Why is Remembrance 
Day important?' We have been learning about the armistice and what happens on 
Remembrance Day each year. This week we have been busy creating lots of  
poppies to make our own wreath. We will be taking our wreath to the war         
memorial in Heddon next week.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

A Busy Week in Year 3! 

Year 3 have had a busy start to the term. On Tuesday we started our new        

Geography topic ‘Where in the World are we?’ in which we looked at countries in 

the northern and southern hemisphere and identified the equator. On Wednesday 

morning, we had a visitor from Northern Gas who spoke to us all about power 

sources and renewable energy. We did an experiment by filling plastic bottles with 

fruit, yeast and water and the put a balloon over the top. Over the next day, the 

balloon started to inflate as the gas was created. We did not have ukulele this 

week but instead started our ’linkage's and leverages’ DT project which the class 

really enjoyed. Finally we finished the week off by starting our new science topic 

‘Light’, where the children looked around the class to identify the different sources 

of light.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Exploring Perimeter in Year 4 

Year 4 have been exploring perimeter this week. A deep understanding of this 

concept is vital when problem solving about shapes and measures so, to build 

these strong foundations, we practically demonstrated perimeter as the distance 

around the edge of a shape. I cannot wait to see how far this rich understanding 

will take us!  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Exploring Pulleys with Year 5 

This week in Design and Technology, Year 5 explored the six simple machines, 

focusing on pulleys. We looked at how pulleys are used in everyday machines 

like cranes, cars, and bikes, and discussed how they make work easier. The    

children were fascinated to see a two-wheel pulley system in action and labelled 

its parts — driver, follower, spindle, belt, and motor spindle. A great start to our 

new topic on mechanical systems!  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 
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This article was written by Alex and Poppy. 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

 



 

Training our New Sports Leaders 

A big well done and thank you to the Year 6 sport leaders who took part in a 

morning of training this week. Their behaviour was exemplary, and it was great to 

see some new ideas that we could use in our own PE sessions and play times.   

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Our New Sports Leaders First Session 

A great PE session on Thursday, delivered by our Sport Leaders. After their           

training on Thursday, the sports leaders demonstrated some new games and      

activities to their classmates, all designed to get us moving more. In small groups, 

they played the new games competitively.   

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 
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Reception Places in Schools September 2026 - Admissions Portal Open 

  

If your child is due to start school in Reception class in Northumberland in September 

2026 and you live in the county, you will need to apply for a place at your preferred first 

or primary schools via the Council’s Admissions Portal between 1st November 2025 

and 15th January 2026. 

The link to the Admissions Portal is here Admissions Portal 

Guidance on how to use the portal is available here:  

Guidance on How to Use Admissions Portal for Reception Places 

Further information about applying the online is available here:   

School Admissions Leaflet 2026-27 

Information on school admissions policies, the admission process and details of individ-

ual high and secondary schools and the Admissions Handbook are available 

here:   School information handbooks | Northumberland County Council 

We advise that you read the Admissions Handbook carefully before 

applying on the portal, but if you have any further questions on 

admissions then please contact the Admissions Team via the email 

provided above. 

  

Please note that if your application for a place for your child is submitted after 15th 

January 2026 it will be classified as late and will not be considered until all other         

on-time applications have been allocated – this may jeopardise your child’s chances of 

securing a place at your preferred school or schools. 

 

If you live in Newcastle you have to apply via the Newcastle City Council admission por-

tal which can be found here: https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/schools-learning-

and-childcare/apply-school-place/applying-reception-places 

 

Please note that attendance at the school Nursery does not automatically guarantee a 

place in Reception. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fschadm.northumberland.gov.uk%2FCitizenPortal_LIVE%2Fen&data=05%7C02%7CLorraine.Fife%40northumberland.gov.uk%7C9d5756dfa5b6448ddfed08ddf03c19b8%7Cbb13a9de829042f0a980dc3bdfe70f40%7C0%7C0%7C63893
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.northumberland.gov.uk%2FNorthumberlandCountyCouncil%2Fmedia%2FDocument-store%2FSchool%2520admissions%2FPortal-User-Guide-N2F-2026-27.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CLorraine.Fife%40northumberland.gov.uk
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/NorthumberlandCountyCouncil/media/Document-store/School%20admissions/How-To-Apply-Leaflet-2026-27.pdf
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/education-skills/schools/school-admissions-places-appeals/school-information-handbooks
https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/schools-learning-and-childcare/apply-school-place/applying-reception-places
https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/schools-learning-and-childcare/apply-school-place/applying-reception-places
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Dates for your Diary - Autumn Term 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 14th November 2025 Children in Need Non-Uniform Day 

Friday 28th November 2025 
Choir singing at The Swan and the Knott Hall after school 

(More details to follow) 

Friday 5th December 2025 Friends of Heddon Christmas Fair from 1.30pm 

Monday 8th December 2025 Year 5 visit to the Great North Museum 

Tuesday 8th December 2025 Year 6 visit to Beamish 

Thursday 11th December 2025 Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day 

Thursday 11th December 2025 Choir Christmas Showcase in School Hall at 4.30pm 

Tuesday 16th December 2025 Early Years Nativity in School Hall at 10am 

Tuesday 16th December 2025 
Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance at St. Andrew’s Church 

at 1.30pm 

Wednesday 17th December 

2025 

Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance at St. Andrew’s Church 

at 10am 

Wednesday 17th December 

2025 
Christmas Dinner Day in School. 

Thursday 18th December 2025 
Clumsiest Elf Performance (Theatre Group) in school for  

Early Years at 1pm 



‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

 

Dates for your Diary - Autumn Term 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Friday 19th December 2025 Key Stage 2 Carol Service at St. Andrew’s Church at 9.30am 

w/c Monday 22nd December 

2025 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

Monday 5th January 2026 School Reopens for Spring Term 


