
24th October 2025 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I can’t quite believe that we are at the October holidays already despite it being such a 

long half term. We have had such a busy term in school and I know that the children are 

ready for a break to reset and to come back raring to go for the run up to Christmas! 

It was lovely to see so many of you at Church this morning to share in our Harvest   

Festival worship. I know that the children really enjoyed sharing their songs and poems 

with you and getting across the meaning of Harvest. Thank you again for your generous 

gifts of food and other items for The People’s Kitchen and West End Foodbank. They 

will go to help those in need in our own local community. 

For parents of children in Year 6 I would like to remind you that the deadline for          

applications for High School places is Thursday 31st October 2024. If you have not 

done so already you might be interested in watching Ponteland High School’s latest   

information video which can be found by clicking here. 

Well done to the Year 5 football team who represented the school for a friendly match at 

Darras Hall Primary School. They played well and supported each other throughout the 

game. They had a great time and were amazing ambassadors for our school. 

Could I take this opportunity to remind you of the importance of both listening to your 

child read and also sharing a story with them. This is a great way to spend special time 

together. 

As the weather is getting wetter I would like to remind you that the children will need 

wellies and appropriate waterproof clothing for outside play and to access all the OPAL 

play areas. Thank you for your help with this. 

I would like to remind you that Monday 3rd November 2025 is a teacher training day and 

school reopens on Tuesday 4th November 2025. 

Well done to Year 6 with the best attendance this week: an amazing 100%. 

Well done to Year 6 for the best attendance for this year: 99%. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and have a peaceful and relaxing break. We look 

forward to seeing everyone safe and well back in School on Tuesday 4th November 

2025. 

Mr. A. Wheatley,  

Headteacher    

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

https://www.ponthigh.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025-PontelandHighSchool-MASTER-HB-5.mp4


We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will be marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time . 

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 
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Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Nursery

(Hedgehogs) 
98.6% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
96.4% 96.5% 97.1% 

Reception 

(Owls) 
89.2% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
91.5% 96.5% 95.7% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
92.8% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
97.1% 94.6% 98% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
99.7% 

Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
100% 98.9% 99% 



 

A Creative Week with Nursery 

This week, the Hedgehogs have been busy developing their skills across different 
areas. In the painting area, they have been exploring colour mixing to create 
pumpkin artwork. In the creative area, children have been learning how to stick 
and join a variety of materials. What a creative bunch you are, Hedgehogs. We 
have had a fantastic first half term together!   

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 
A Busy Week in Reception 
 
We have had a great week making potions, matching Autumn colours and looking 
at repeating patterns.  We all loved celebrating Miss Smith's special birthday too!  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Keeping Safe with Year 1  

In PSHE this week we were discussing how we stay safe, particularly how to stay 

safe at home. We talked about the things we can use independently on our own, 

such as a hairbrush, the things we can do with an adult, like cooking, and things 

we shouldn't ever use. We then drew our thoughts into the categories on our 

worksheet. What a brilliant first half-term we have had together in Year 1.   

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Chocolate Cake in Year 2! 

This week in English we have been looking at the poem 'Chocolate Cake' by     
Michael Rosen. We were inspired to write our own poems based on our favourite 
food. From pizza to pickles and chocolate to fish goujons we have a wide variety 
of poems. Great work Year 2!  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

A Busy Week in Year 3! 

Year 3 have had a great week to round off  Autumn 1. At the start of the week,    

Mr Smith gave our PE lesson a spooky twist by asking the children to get into 

teams and dodge the zombies whilst trying to steal another team’s ‘pumpkins’. 

We have been writing some descriptive pieces in English, using similes to help 

our setting descriptions. We completed our Art project by creating a cave wall by 

gluing couscous and lentils onto a piece of card in groups and then painting over 

it in earth colours. We finished this off by drawing the outlines of British wild      

animals in charcoal which the class discovered was much harder than it looked! 

We have spent a lot of time practicing our Harvest song ‘Harvest Samba’ and we 

hope that you enjoyed watching the Year 3 performance in the church, I thought 

they did a brilliant job.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Sewing Roman Bullas in Year 4 

Year 4 are feeling so proud of their finished Roman Bullas. Perseverance and   

resilience have been demonstrated again and again throughout the designing, 

skill building and creating of these beautiful bullas. Each person has their own 

lucky charm to keep safely inside, too. I hope they will hold some treasured   

memories!  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

The Power of Words with Year 5 

Our Year 5 class has been learning all about the Anglo-Saxons invading and    

settling in Britain. This helped us record and share all of our knowledge in our 

own information booklets. We explored daily life, religion, the Christian conversion 

and trade in Anglo-Saxon times. We are really proud of our work and hope you 

enjoy discovering what we have learned! 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

All about the Vikings in Year 6! 

To end our Viking unit, Year 6 created mind maps summarising our learning 

across the half term. I was really impressed with the detail and presentation of 

their work. Additionally, I’d like to say a big well done for their attitude and effort 

across our first round of SATs tests this week. I know some of them are very keen 

to receive their marked papers; these will be handed out after the half term break.  

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 
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Harvest Donations 

Thank you once again for your generous donations of food and other items for 

both The People’s Kitchen and The West End Foodbank. They will make a real 

difference to people in need in our local area. This is a lovely way to show our 

love for others at this Harvest time. 



‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

     1 Corinthians 16:14 
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Dates for your Diary - Autumn Term 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

w/c Monday 27th October 

2025 
HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Saturday 1st November 2025 Online Reception Class Place Application Portal opens 

Monday 3rd November 2025 TRAINING DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

Tuesday 4th November 2025 Parents Evening 

Thursday 6th November 2025 Parents Evening 

Friday 14th November 2025 Children in Need Non-Uniform Day 

Friday 28th November 2025 
Choir singing at The Swan and the Knott Hall after school 

(More details to follow) 

Friday 5th December 2025 Friends of Heddon Christmas Fair from 1.30pm 

Monday 8th December 2025 Year 5 visit to the Great North Museum 

Tuesday 8th December 2025 Year 6 visit to Beamish 

Thursday 11th December 2025 Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day 

Thursday 11th December 2025 Choir Christmas Showcase in School Hall at 4.30pm 



‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

 

Dates for your Diary - Autumn Term 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Tuesday 16th December 2025 Early Years Nativity in School Hall at 10am 

Tuesday 16th December 2025 
Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance at St. Andrew’s Church 

at 1.30pm 

Wednesday 17th December 

2025 

Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance at St. Andrew’s Church 

at 10am 

Wednesday 17th December 

2025 
Christmas Dinner Day in School. 

Thursday 18th December 2025 
Clumsiest Elf Performance (Theatre Group) in school for  

Early Years at 1pm 

Friday 19th December 2025 Key Stage 2 Carol Service at St. Andrew’s Church at 9.30am 

w/c Monday 22nd December 

2025 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

Monday 5th January 2026 School Reopens for Spring Term 


