
20th December 2024 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I can’t believe another term is over and Christmas is here again. We have had an 

amazing week with the children. They have had great fun finishing cards and   

calendars followed by dancing and singing at their class discos. The                

performances this week were truly amazing. The children really excelled       

themselves in their singing and acting. We hope that you enjoyed sharing them 

with us. We are so proud of all the children. 

I would also like to thank all the staff and volunteers who have worked tirelessly 

with the children this term. I am hoping that they all find time to relax over the 

Christmas period with their own families and recharge their batteries. 

The School is very grateful for all the support and kind comments we have        

received from you as parents, grandparents, carers and other members of our 

School community. As always, it is very much appreciated. 

We are also really sad to be saying goodbye to both Mrs. Cubbage and Mrs. 

Bilclough today. They have impacted upon the lives of so many children during 

their time here and they will be really missed. I am sure you will join us in wishing 

them all the best for the next steps in their journeys. We look forward to            

welcoming Mrs. Kenyon to the school team as well as to having Mrs. March back 

in January. 

Well done to Year 2 with the best attendance this week: an amazing 100%! 

Well done to Year 1 for the best attendance for this year: 97.7%. 

On behalf of the School and Academy Committee, I would like to wish you all a 
wonderful Christmas filled with love, joy and peace.  

Mr. A. Wheatley,  

Headteacher    

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 

 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 

Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Nursery

(Hedgehogs) 
98.7% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
96.7% 95.4% 96% 

Reception 

(Owls) 
92.6% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
95.2% 93.6% 96.6% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
99.3% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
92% 97.7% 97.2% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
100% 

Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
95.2% 97.2% 96.9% 
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We hope you       

enjoyed our Key 

Stage 1 Nativity as 

much as we did! 



 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 
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Party Time with Year 3 and Year 4! 
  
Year 3 and 4 had a fantastic party afternoon. As well as the disco, we could 

choose to watch The Grinch, do Christmas crafts, play games or create with 

Lego. And we all looked fantastic in our party clothes! Merry Christmas!  
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A Christmas Disco with Year 5 and Year 6 

Year 5 and 6 rounded off their term with a great Christmas Disco. They played 

party games, danced and sang at the top of their voices! It was great to see the 

children enjoying themselves after a hard working term.   

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Key Stage 2 Carol Service 

Key Stage 2 led  an amazing service of Carols and Lessons at St. Andrew’s 

Church this morning. Well done to all the readers, soloists, musicians and      

singers. You were all fantastic. What a wonderful way to end the Autumn term! 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

OPAL Play Platinum Award 

The school has received the Platinum Award for Outdoor Play and Learning 
(OPAL) in recognition of the wide range of high quality play opportunities we offer 
children. We received the highest possible accolade during our final audit by 
OPAL for our participation in the 2-year development programme. 

 

The play areas include a mud pit and kitchen, a large sandpit on the school field, 
a zen zone, a stage for performing and dancing, den building materials, recycled 
car tyres, along with climbing frames, roll bars and a canoe which has been    
cleverly upcycled for creative play. 

 

The final audit report stated, ‘OPAL Platinum status puts your school in the top 
0.05 percentile of UK primary schools in terms of the quality of your play offer. 
Playtimes at our school are inclusive, joyful and provide a wonderful variety of 
types of play.’ 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 

        1 Corinthians 16:14 



 

Out of School Achievements 

Well done to Emily who has been performing in ‘Alice in Wonderland’ at           

The People’s Theatre in Newcastle. Emily  has had a great opportunity to use her 

dancing and acting skills. We are all really proud of her. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Big Musical Thank You! 

The school would like to thank Mrs. Milner and Tom for all of their hard work this 

term with the children. I am sure that you will agree that the singing this year has 

been of the highest quality. This is due to the amount of time that both Mrs. Milner 

and Tom give up to come into school to work with the children. It is a wonderful 

experience for the children to sing to a variety of  musical accompaniment. 

The obvious delight and joy on the faces of the children during our performances 

shows the impact of their work. 

Thank you from everyone at school. Your hard work is much 

appreciated. 

‘Let all that you do be done with love’ 
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May the joy of the angels, 

The eagerness of the shepherds, 

The perseverance of the wise men, 

The willingness of Joseph and Mary, 

And the peace of the Christ Child 

Be with us all this Christmas 

Amen 
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Dates for your Diary - Spring Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

w/c Monday 23rd December CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

Monday 6th January 2025 SCHOOL REOPENS 

w/c Monday 3rd February 2025 Children’s Mental Health Week 

Tuesday 11th February 2025 Year 6 Visit to Nissan 

Monday 17th February 2025 Let’s Dance at Heddon 

Friday 21st February 2025 Break the Rules Day 

w/c Monday 23rd February 

2025 
HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Monday 3rd March 2025 SCHOOL CLOSED FOR TRAINING DAY 

Friday 7th March 2025 Choir at Ryton Festival 

Thursday 13th March 2025 Year 5 Careers Fair at the Metrocentre 

Monday 17th March 2025 Individual Photographs 


