
28th June 2024 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I can see from the entries in the Flyer that it has been a very busy week in school.     

I really enjoyed reading about all the practical activities and learning that the children 

have been doing. 

It is really good to see that Year 4 are involved with a locally run ‘Bio-Blitz’ organised 

by the ‘Sustainable Heddon’ group. The ‘Bio-Blitz’ involved the children helping to 

identify and record all the wildlife that they could see in the Butterfly Garden. The   

information collected is then shared with specialists and local wildlife organisations. 

I have spent the week along with some of Year 6, Mr. McDonald and Mrs. Milner in 

France on the annual Pele Trust Primary School residential. The children had an 

amazing time. They were fantastic ambassadors not only for our school but for the 

United Kingdom. They received many positive comments while out and about. I was 

particularly proud of how they used their French skills and interacted with the French 

children. A particular highlight was watching them read aloud to groups of French 

Nursery children. As well as this they learned about French culture and World War 1 

history visiting key sites. They also made a lot of new friends from the other Pele 

Trust primaries and I know they are looking forward to getting back together on the 

transition days next week. I also heard how the Year 6 children who stayed in the UK 

enjoyed their time last week meeting up with their Year 6 peers from the other Pele 

Trust Primaries. 

I hope that if you came along to our Armed Forces Day that you have enjoyed your 

afternoon browsing the stalls, listening to the choir singing and raising money for 

OPAL Play and the 3RHA charity ‘Red Cypher’ which supports servicemen from our 

local regiment. 

I would also like to remind parents of the special ‘American Independence Day’ 

school dinner theme day on Thursday 4th July 2024. This includes ‘Geordie Banger’ 

hot dogs, quarter pounder beef burgers and a southern fried veggie burger. 

Well done to Year 4 with the best attendance this week: 96.4%. 

Well done to Year 4 for the best attendance for the year to date: 96.5%. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and have a relaxing weekend. 

Mr. A. Wheatley,  

Headteacher    

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 

 

‘Whatever you do work at it with all your heart’  

        Colossians  3:23 

Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Nursery

(Hedgehogs) 
91.2% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
93.6% 94.4% 94.5% 

Reception 

(Owls) 
95.4% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
96.4% 95.5% 96.5% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
94.8% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
95.2% 94.9% 95.2% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
96.2% 

Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
95.7% 96% 95.8% 
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Learning about Bridges with Year 1 

Year 1 have had a fabulous week learning about bridges, we used different   

equipment to build bridge structures and we discussed which was best for this. 

We worked together as a team and created a solid base for a stable bridge.   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Food Chains with Year 2 

In Science the children have been learning about food chains. They understand 

that all living things depend on each other to survive.  They created their own food 

chains and drew arrows to show the direction of energy being passed.  We also 

talked about what would happen if the trees were chopped down and the effect 

this would have on the other animals in the food chain.  All children showed a 

great understanding.    

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Hurdling with Year 3  

Year 3 have been practising their hurdling skills, in the sunshine, in PE this week 

and have thought about which leg to lead with and which to trail with.   

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Year 3 Ukulele Concert  

Year 3 performed a brilliant ukulele concert to parents on Wednesday afternoon - 

well done everyone! 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 
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Managing Worries and Fears with Year 5  

This week we have continued to focus on our PSHE topic; Growing and      
Changing. We have been discussing and exploring impacts of Physical and        
Mental Health and Year 5 children have been able to define what Physical and 
Mental Health is. Year 5 have explored and learned strategies to help them        
manage their worries and fears. We have spoken at great length about the        
support they can receive in school and at home if they feel like their physical or 
mental health is being negatively impacted. Overall, the Year 5 children have       
responded to this unit maturely and respectfully.   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

A Fantastic Week in France with Year 6 

A fantastic week in France with 17 amazing children, each one a credit to         

themselves, their parents and the school. We had a jam packed itinerary, visiting 

war memorials, partner schools, several workshops and French towns. The        

children used their French skills continuously and  also mixed with children from 

other schools across the trust. Now time for a restful weekend!   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

New Friends with Year 6 

The Year 6 children who remained in the UK this week enjoyed meeting and    

getting to know other Year 6 children from the Pele Trust primary schools through 

a number of joint activities across the week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basketball at the Newcastle Eagles Arena 

Some children from Year 6 were invited to visit the Vertu Motors Area in          

Newcastle, which is the home of the Newcastle Eagles Basketball Team.          

The children had the opportunity to play some matches. The children not only had 

an amazing time but were also fantastic ambassadors for our school. Well done! 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

A Visit to a Beekeeper! 

Last week Elliot in Year 6 was able to spend some time with two beekeepers! 
They explained all about keeping bees, how bees make honey and all about a 
beehive. 

Elliot had a fabulous time and he enjoyed exploring a hive, taking it apart and put-
ting it back together again. 

Elliot made a new friend (from another Pele Trust primary school) and they are 
going to meet up in September at High School. 
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Open Garden - a party to ‘Raise the Roof’ 

St. Andrew’s Church is a really special place for the staff and children in school. 

We hold many services and events there which really stick in the memory.  

Please see the message from Rev. Rachel below: 

Following a roof inspection at St. Andrew’s Church, Heddon-on-the-Wall, it was 
discovered that a major repair was required and the predicted cost will be circa. 
£120,000. 

As well as applying to organisations who award grants, we are beginning to fund 
raise in earnest ourselves. 

On Saturday 27
th
 July between 11am and 4pm, we are holding an Open Garden 

event at the home of Sheinaz and Mike Stansfield at North Farm House,          
Throckley. 

The garden is beautiful and interesting with many plants, flowers, fruit bushes, 
vegetables and herbs which Sheinaz manages herself. 

There will be an admission fee of £5 which will include a cup of tea or coffee and 
a piece of cake. In addition there will be stalls, raffle, live music and garden tours. 

If you require more information and directions on how to get there, please do not 

hesitate to contact one of the churchwardens. 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

North East Autism Society Webinars 

The North East Autism Society are offering a series of webinars for parents. 

Please see the flyer below for more details. 
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Dates for your Diary - Summer Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

Wednesday 3rd July 2024 Current Year 6 Parents Evening at Ponteland High School 

Thursday 4th July 2024 &    

Friday 5th July 2024 
Year 6 Transition Days at Ponteland High School 

Thursday 4th July 2024  American Independence Day School Dinner Theme Day 

Friday 5th July 2024 Archery Session for Year 5 

Tuesday 9th July 2024 Heartbeeps visit to Early Years 

Thursday 11th July 2024 
The Tempest - Music and Drama Showcase in School Hall 

(Matinee performance also) 

Friday 12th July 2024 Rocksteady Concert at 10am in School Hall 

Thursday 18th July 2024 Year 6 Leavers Assembly at 1.30pm in School Hall 

Friday 19th July 2024 SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

Monday 2nd September 2024 TRAINING DAY 

Tuesday 3rd September 2024 Autumn Term Begins 


