
19th April 2024 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I had hoped to be writing this while we enjoyed some bright sunshine and warm     

weather, however, it appears that although the Summer term has started the Summer 

weather has not. 

Despite this the children have returned with all of their usual enthusiasm and there has 

been a real buzz around school this week as they hit the ground running with their   

learning. It has been lovely to welcome our new Nursery children into our school family. 

We have been pleased to welcome Mr. McElwee, Headteacher at Ponteland High 

School, to see us this week. He spent some time with Year 6 and answered their    

questions. He then joined us for our Celebration Assembly and was able to see our 

amazing entries for the Dance Competition next week. 

We have introduced some new areas to OPAL play this week including our very own  

Jurassic world in the ‘Dinosaur’ zone and wheely Wednesday proved very popular too. 

We also have a new water play zone and improved our mud kitchen area. Thank you to 

all the staff who have worked to ensure that these areas were ready for use this week.  

Thanks also for all of your kind donations for OPAL play. Key Stage 1 are so close to 

completing their board that they have decided to hold a bake sale in school to raise 

funds to buy their last item. They will be organising this and cooking their own cakes to 

sell. Further details later in the Flyer. 

It is also lovely to see how many of our Year 5 and 6 children are attending Running 

Club before school. Not only are they having a great time but are also engaging in     

valuable physical activity. 

Please could I remind you that jewellery and gel nails are not allowed in school as they 

can be a health and safety risk for your children. 

In a change from an E-Safety update this week there is information and advice for you 

about energy drinks which we know are popular among young people.  

Please check out the updated dates for the diary pages in the Flyer which has details of 

events in the Summer term. 

Well done to Reception with the best attendance this week of 99.3%  

Well done to Year 2 and Year 3 for the best attendance for the year to date: 96.5%. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and have a relaxing weekend. 

Mr. A. Wheatley, 

Headteacher    

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 

 

‘Whatever you do work at it with all your heart’  

        Colossians  3:23 

Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Reception 

(Owls) 
99.3% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
97.2% 95.9% 96.5% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
97.5% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
95.6% 95.7% 96.3% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
98.4% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
93.8% 96.5% 94.9% 

  
Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
98.1%  95.9% 
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A Busy Week in Year 1! 

Year One have had a great week starting our Art topic 'Pop Art', we looked at 

some different techniques to create different paintings. We have been working   

super hard in Maths too! Our new Geography topic is 'Japan', we are really       

enjoying learning about Japan and the different human and physical features it 

has. We have decided to celebrate the topic by having  a Japanese Day towards 

half term... more will be revealed soon!  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Fractions with Year 2 

In Year 2 we started to look at fractions and focused on a half.  The children have 

recognised a half and then made arrays to find a half.  We have also linked this 

with our known facts of doubles and halves and it would be great if children could 

practise their recall of doubles and halves at home. We will be moving onto look-

ing at quarters, thirds and non unit fractions.    

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Exploring Plants in Year 3 

Year 3 are continuing with their exploration of plants in Science.  We have used 

food colouring to investigate how well a chrysanthemum stem can transport water 

to the rest of the plant and, over the past six weeks, we have been investigating 

how fertiliser can alter how tall a mint plant grows and also how many new leaves 

it will grow - currently Plant C is in the lead with a height of 32cm!  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 
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Creating Sculptures in Year 5 

We have had a fun filled day today in Year 5. We have been completing our 
Sculpture Unit from last half term and we have thoroughly enjoyed our focus tasks 
this morning. We have been joining and creating texture with clay (messy work for 
a Friday). Year 5 have also liked the challenge of drawing and sketching their clay 
sculpture ideas into their Art books.   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Cricket in Year 6  

It was lovely to spend part of Tuesday afternoon out in the bright sunshine, as we 

continued our new PE unit of Cricket. The children practised their batting, bowling 

and fielding techniques and worked in teams well to organise their own             

mini-games. It was great to see the talents of some Year 6 children who take part 

in cricket outside of school. In Monday's session, Mr. Smith commented on the 

high quality of the players he had been watching.  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Running Club 

Running Club, with Mrs. Walker and Mrs. Darby, commenced for Summer Term 

this week with a fantastic turnout.  The children take part in physical activities    

including running, dancing and playing games. Good fun was had by all.  
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Dates for your Diary - Summer Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

29th April 2024 School Photographer in for individual photographs 

Monday 6th May 2024 MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY 

w/c Monday 13th May 2024 Year 6 SATS Week 

w/c Monday 13th May 2024 Year 5 Spain Trip 

Friday 25th May 2024 HALF TERM 

w/c Monday 3rd June 2024 Made in the North East Theme Week 

Monday 3rd June 2024 Year 5 Visit to Woodhorn Museum 

Tuesday 4th June 2024 Year 2 Visit to Discovery Museum 

Tuesday 4th June 2024 Year 4 Train Trip to Haltwhistle 

Wednesday 5th June 2024 Year 1 Trip to Newcastle Quayside 

Wednesday 5th June 2024 Year 6 Visit to Sunderland Maritime Museum 



 

Dates for your Diary - Summer Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

Thursday 6th June 2024 Year 3 Visit to Castle Keep in Newcastle 

Thursday 6th June 2024 Nissan Visit to talk to Year 4 

w/c Monday 10th June 2024 Year 1 Phonic Screen Check Week 

Monday 10th June 2024 Class Photographs 

w/c Monday 17th June 2024 Year 6 Bee Week Transition Project 

Wednesday 19th June 2024 
Year 6 Leavers Service at St. Nicholas Cathedral in         

Newcastle. 

Sunday 23rd June 2024 -  

Thursday 27th June 2024 
Year 6 France Trip 

Friday 28th June 2024 Armed Forces Day 

Wednesday 3rd July 2024 Current Year 6 Parents Evening at Ponteland High School 

Thursday 4th July 2024 &    

Friday 5th July 2024 
Year 6 Transition Days at Ponteland High School 

Thursday 11th July 2024 
The Tempest - Music and Drama Showcase in School Hall 

(Matinee performance also) 

Thursday 18th July 2024 Year 6 Leavers Assembly at 1.30pm in School Hall 

Friday 19th July 2024 SUMMER HOLIDAYS 


