
16th February 2024 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I can’t believe that we are at the end of another half term and are at the mid-point 
in the school year. Time just seems to have flown since September. 

As you will see in the Flyer there has been lots of exciting things going on in 
school this week. Personally I have had a great time from helping Early Years 
cooking pancakes to dissecting sheep hearts today with Year 6. I’d like to think 
the children found it as interesting as I did! 

There has been lots of wild hair, fabulous clothes, strange snacks and terrific toys 
today for our ‘Break the Rules’ day. Thanks to the children breaking many rules 
we have currently raised £452 which will go towards more OPAL play equipment. 

This week we are sad to say goodbye to Mrs. McGurk. After over 19 years    
working at Heddon she has decided it is time for her to retire. We are thankful for 
the infinite love and care she has shown to so many children in school helping to 
shape their lives. While she will be sorely missed I am sure that you will join me in 
wishing Mrs. McGurk well for the future. 

Thank you to you and to all the adults in school who work so hard to get the best 
outcomes for the children. 

Please don’t forget to read with your child and sign their reading diary over the 
holidays.  

I am aware that many of our children enjoy screen time when not at school and so 
there is a guide about how to reduce screen time with some suggested activities 
which you may like to try. Please see the page later in the Flyer.  

Well done to Year 6  with the best attendance this week of 99.7%  

Well done to Year 4 for the best attendance for the year to date: 95.9%. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and you have a peaceful and relaxing     
holiday with your family and loved ones.  

 

Mr. A. Wheatley, 

Headteacher    

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 

 

‘Whatever you do work at it with all your heart’  

        Colossians  3:23 

Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Reception 

(Owls) 
88.3% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
97.0% 95.5% 94.1% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
90.5% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
94.4% 95.2% 95.9% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
94.2% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
95.0% 96.1% 94.5% 

  
Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
99.7%  95.5% 



 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 
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Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  
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Making Puppets in Year 1! 

Year 1 have had a great week making our hand puppets in Design Technology! 

We completed our final products and they're now all on display. We worked really 

hard to make sure our design plan guided us when we made them.   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Exploring Technology with Year 2 

We Love Technology!  We have been looking at how technology has changed so 
much in the last few years.  The children couldn't believe that in the 'olden days' 
there weren't mobile phones or iPads.  We have also been talking about how to 
stay safe online and to always let a trusted adult know if you see something that 
worries or upsets you. Keep being safe online Year 2! 

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Super Reading with Year 3 

Year 3 have worked incredibly hard this half-term, reading hundreds of times    

between us - look how full our Reading Raffle jar is!  We have particularly enjoyed 

our class text, The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane and, in fact, it was so 

popular that we have started to read another book by the same author at         

Storytime; The Tale of Desperaux!  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  
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Making Bags using CAD in Year 5 

Today, Year 5 have been creating their final design for their Explorer bags. Each 
group has worked incredibly hard over the past 5 weeks, to design, make and 
evaluate a functioning bag that focused on their Computer Aided Design (C.A.D) 
and stitching skills. Year 5 have loved creating their designs and this has been an 
enjoyable end to a super exciting unit of work.   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Dissecting Hearts in Year 6  

In Year 6 we finished our Science unit by dissecting sheep hearts. The children 

were fascinated by the heartstrings and valves, and could clearly see the          

differences between the left and right chambers. We also sat some SATs papers 

this week, and the results of these will be shared with parents after the half term 

holiday. Well done Year 6 for your hard work this half term!  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 
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Monday Worship with our Year 6 Worship Team 

The Year 6 Worship Team have been working very hard at learning how to plan 

and deliver Collective Worship. They organised and led our final Worship on   

Perseverance on their own for the whole school. They led the prayers, did a little 

play about overcoming difficulties, helped everyone reflect on the story and set 

our weekly challenge. They did an amazing job as it is not easy speaking to over 

200 children and adults! Well done everyone! Their next challenge is to plan and 

lead Collective Worship totally independently. 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Reading Matters! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to read with us this week! 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

‘Reading is dreaming with your eyes wide open.’ 

       Anissa Trisdianty 



 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

Break the Rules! 

We had an fantastic time today 

breaking the rules in school. There 

has been lots of lovely clothes, 

wild hair and all sorts of snacks. 

Here are a few pictures from      

today.                                          

We think we all look amazing and 

hope you agree! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To wet brush your child’s hair: 

1. Wash the hair thoroughly with ordinary shampoo and apply plenty of conditioner 

2. Yes! The hair has to be wet. Dry lice can scurry away from the comb but will remain still 

when wet giving you a better chance of catching them in your comb; 

3. Use an ordinary, wide toothed comb to straighten and untangle the hair; 

4. Once the comb moves freely without dragging start to use your head lice comb; 

5. Make sure the teeth of the comb slot into the hair at the roots with the edge of the teeth 

lightly touching the scalp; 

6. Draw the comb down from the roots to the ends of the hair with every stroke, and check 

the comb for lice each time—remove lice by wiping the comb with tissue paper or rinsing it 

7. Work through the hair, section by section, so that the whole head of hair is combed 

through; 

8. Do this at least twice to ensure you haven’t missed any areas, until no more lice are found 

9. Repeat the process 5 days later just to be sure! 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 
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Dates for your Diary - Spring Term 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

Friday 16th February 2024 HALF TERM 

Monday 26th February 2024 TRAINING DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

Tuesday 27th February 2024 SPRING TERM 2 BEGINS 

Friday 1st March 2024 Kirk Lester in to lead Forest School for Years 5 and 6 

Monday 4th March 2024 Year 5 Spain Meeting for Parents 

Tuesday 5th March 2024 Parents Evening 

Thursday 7th March 2024 World Book Day 

Thursday 7th March 2024 Parents Evening 

Friday 8th March 2024 
Early Years and Key Stage 1 Mothers Day Service at Church 

at 9.30am 

Friday 8th March 2024 Key Stage 2 Mothers Day Service at Church at 10.15am 

Friday 8th March 2024 
Choir taking part at Ryton and District Music Festival         

from 1pm 

Thursday 14th March 2024   

until Monday 18th March 2024 
Scholastic Book Fair on after school in the Studio. 



 

Dates for your Diary - Spring Term 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

Friday 15th March Red Nose Day 

Thursday 28th March 2024 Key Stage 2 Easter Service at Church at 9.30am 

Thursday 28th March 2024 EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Monday 15th April 2024 SUMMER TERM 1 BEGINS 

29th April 2024 School Photographer in for individual photographs 


