
19th January 2024 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

It has been a super busy week in School as you will see in the flyer. It is great to see the 
children taking part in and enjoying such a wide variety of activities and subjects. It is a 
real privilege to be able to hear the children speak with such enthusiasm about their 
learning and to see their smiling faces. 

 

On Monday we have some visitors in School. Mr. Kirk Lester, Army Welfare Officer is in 
School to do Forest School activities with Key Stage 1. Please could the children come 
in with appropriate warm and waterproof outdoor clothes as getting dirty is all part of  
the fun! 
 

Key Stage 2 are welcoming the author, Adam Bushnell to School. Adam has visited our 
School on a number of occasions over the past few years. He will be leading workshops 
with each of the Key Stage 2 classes and they will have the opportunity to purchase a 
signed book. Mrs. Darby has already sent these details to you via email. 
 

Reception class continue to look at people who help us keep well and keep our pets 
well. We have had some amazing visitors in the class and look forward to more        
next week. 
 

Year 4 are looking forward to joining together with other Year 4 children from across the 
Diocese for the annual Christingle Service at St. Nicholas’ Cathedral in Newcastle. This 
is always a special and enjoyable event for the children. 
 

We continue to develop our OPAL play work at break and lunchtimes and would love to 
know what you think. If you have not already done so we would be grateful if you could 
spend a few minutes completing a survey for us by clicking here. 
 

I know that a number of children in School have been talking about events in the news, 
particularly the current events in Gaza and Israel. To help support with these             
conversations please see the information sheet about ‘Supporting children with           
upsetting content’ later in the flyer. 
 

Well done to Reception with the best attendance this week: 98%  

Well done to Year 4 for the best attendance for the year to date: 96.2%. 
 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and you have a relaxing weekend. 
 

Mr. A. Wheatley, 

Headteacher    

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KDTHZKJ


We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 

 

‘Whatever you do work at it with all your heart’  

        Colossians  3:23 

Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Reception 

(Owls) 
98.0% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
93.3% 95.9% 94.4% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
95.0% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
95.6% 95.5% 96.2% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
91.5% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
94.7% 95.5% 94.3% 

  
Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
96.9%  95.3% 
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Developing our Joining Skills in Year 1! 

Year 1 have been working hard in Design Technology on their joining skills.       
We have used glue and a stapler to join ends, card and paper together.          
Next week we will be sewing! We have an exciting project coming up… 

We have all had a really enjoyable week, with great listening and effort            
from everyone. 
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Using Money in Year 2 

In Maths we have been learning about money and the different values of coins 

and notes.  We have been counting money, comparing money and finding         

different ways to pay for the same amount.  Next week we are going to be using 

our calculation skills to find totals and give change.    
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Drama in Year 3 

 

Year 3 have been using drama in English in order to think about the events      

happening in our book, ‘The Miraculous Adventures of Edward Tulane’.  
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Ukuleles in Year 3 

 

In Year 3 this week we have been working hard to learn new pieces of music   

during our Ukulele lesson with Mr Reay.  
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It’s gymnastics for Year 4 this 

half term and we have been 

discovering different types of 

balances. We’ve created      

sequences of these balances 

and this week had fun working 

with a partner perfecting new 

balances together. 



 

Separating Mixtures in Year 5 

This week, Year 5 have been learning about reversible and irreversible change. 
We carried out an experiment to see if sieving was an effective method of       
separating substances in a mixture. Year 5 really enjoyed carrying out the         
experiment and writing it up in their books.  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Making our own Blogs in Year 6  

In Computing we have started to plan our own blogs using 2Connect; a tool that 

allows us to link ideas to one another in a mind map format. The children enjoyed 

having the freedom to choose their own subject of interest and made some very 

detailed plans. We will write the beginning of our blogs in our next computing   

lesson.  
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Reading Matters! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to read with us this weekend! 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

‘Children are made readers on the laps of their parents.’ 
            Emilie Buchwald 



 

Gritting Plan 

Please see below for the School gritting plan which indicates which areas are  

gritted during periods of freezing weather. 
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Dates for your Diary - Spring Term  
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Monday 22nd January 2024 Adam Bushnell (Author) visit for Key Stage 2 

Monday 22nd January 2024 
Kirk Lester (Army Welfare Service) in to lead Forest School 

sessions with Key Stage 1 

Tuesday 23rd January 2024 Year 3 walk around the Village 

Wednesday 24th January 2024 
Year 4 at Christingle Service at St. Nicholas’ Cathedral in 

Newcastle - 1pm-3pm 

Wednesday 31st January 2024 Restart a Heart workshop for Year 5 and Year 6 in School 

Friday 16th February 2024 HALF TERM 

Monday 26th February 2024 TRAINING DAY 

Tuesday 27th February 2024 SPRING TERM 2 BEGINS 

Friday 8th March 2024 
Early Years and Key Stage 1 Mothers Day Service at Church 

at 9.30am 

Friday 8th March 2024 Key Stage 2 Mothers Day Service at Church at 10.15am 

Friday 15th March Red Nose Day 

Thursday 28th March 2024 Key Stage 2 Easter Service at Church at 9.30am 

Thursday 28th March 2024 EASTER HOLIDAYS 


