
22nd December 2023 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I can’t believe another term is over and Christmas is here again. We have had an 
amazing week with the children. They have had great fun finishing cards and   
calendars followed by dancing and singing at their class discos.  

The performances this week were truly amazing. The children really excelled       
themselves in their singing and acting. We hope that you enjoyed sharing them 
with us. We are so proud of all the children. I must offer my apologies that due to 
illness I could not be at the Key Stage 1 performance on Wednesday evening. 
Mrs. Southern and Mrs. Leja told me how great it was. 

Despite all the excitement, Year 6 have still managed to fit in a visit to the Careers 
Hub at the Metro Centre where they had lots of fun exploring different career     
options. 

I would also like to thank all the staff who have worked tirelessly with the children 
this term. I am hoping that they all find time to relax over the Christmas period 
with their own families and recharge their batteries. 

The School is very grateful for all the support and kind comments we have        
received from you as parents, grandparents, carers and other members of our 
School community. As always, it is very much appreciated. 

If Santa is bringing your child an electronic device this Christmas please see the 
information page about setting parental controls. This will help keep your child 
safe online. 

Please see the flyer page about ‘The Big Ambition’ survey. This provides a much 
needed opportunity for parents and children in England to tell policy makers what 
matters to them ahead of the next General Election. There is a QR code should 
you wish to take part. 

Well done to Year 1 with the best attendance this week: 98.4%  

Well done to Year 2 for the best attendance for the year to date: 97.2%. 

I would like to remind you that School reopens at normal time on                      
Monday 8th January 2024 and we look forward to seeing you then. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and you have a peaceful and relaxing 
Christmas filled with joy and love. 

 

Mr. A. Wheatley, 

Headteacher    

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 

 

‘Whatever you do work at it with all your heart’  

        Colossians  3:23 

Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Reception 

(Owls) 
94.1% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
93.8% 95% 93.6% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
98.4% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
96.8% 95.3% 95.5% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
92% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
92% 97.2% 94.5% 

  
Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
96.5%  95.5% 



 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Party Time in Key Stage 1! 

To celebrate a fantastic term in Key Stage 1 we have all enjoyed a party today 

with games, crafts and lots of fun!  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Boxing in Year 4 

PE on Monday was an exciting new experience for lots of Year 4. Boxing!          
Mr. Smith brought boxing gloves and sparring pads. We learned how to stand and 
how to jab. We played some games and had loads of fun.   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Party time with Lower Key Stage 2 

Year 3 and Year 4 really enjoyed their party this week. 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

A Busy Week in Year 5 

This week in Year 5 has been very exciting and busy. We have had our Christmas 
party, where the children sang and danced their hearts out and even managed to 
squeeze in a few party games too. We have also been very productive this week, 
we have designed and started to make our Design Technology fairground rides. 
Children have been using the skills they have learned over the half term to create 
a working gear/pulley mechanism, that can make their Ferris Wheel or Carousel 
to move effectively. It is safe to say that we have thoroughly enjoyed this creative 
process.   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

A Jam-Packed Final Week in Year 6  

A jam-packed final week of the Autumn term in Year 6! The week began with a 

forest school activity on Monday morning, before a boxercise class with Mr. Smith 

on Monday afternoon. Then, we finished our Evolution and Inheritance Science 

unit with an investigative lesson linked to Darwin's finches, where we tried to     

establish the most appropriate "beak type" for a given "food type". Have a great 

Christmas Year 6, and enjoy your well-earned rest.   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Year 6 visit the NUFC Careers Hub at the Metro Centre 

At our NUFC career event, we learned about the importance of branding in a 

company; analysing effective logos and slogans. We discussed the many roles 

"behind the scenes" in a company and how important they can be for its success. 

We thought about the career paths we may like to take in our future and           

considered the key skills needed to be successful in these. We ended the day by 

designing our own shopping centre, thinking about logos, slogans and all the 

roles necessary to make a successful centre run smoothly.   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

 A Special Award for Heidi 

Mr. Gerry Miller, Chair of the Board of Directors of Pele Trust, visited School this 

week to present Heidi with a special award. Heidi was awarded the Pele Trust 

Star of the Month for all of the amazing work that she does in School.  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



Baa Baa Bethlehem with Key Stage 1 

The children performed really well in ‘Baa Baa Bethlehem’ and enjoyed sharing 

their hard work with everyone. 

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

PE Update 

Boxercise 

Mr. Smith was proud of our Key Stage 2 children who had a blast this week with 
Boxercise in PE and nailed the ‘Eye of the Tiger’ dance routine at our extra      
curricular dance club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multi-Skills 

Key Stage 2 took part in the Morpeth and Ponteland Sports Partnership             
Multi-Skills competition. Each year group competed against that year group in 
other schools. 

I am pleased to let you know that Year 5 came first and Year 6 came third. This 
means that Year 5 will progress to competing in the Northumberland County      
Finals in the New Year. Well done! 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Dates for your Diary - Spring Term  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

Friday 22nd December 2023 AUTUMN TERM ENDS 

Monday 8th January 2024 SPRING TERM BEGINS 

Monday 15th January 2024 Reception Place Application Portal Closes 

Monday 15th January 2024 Reception visit to St. Andrew’s Church 

Tuesday 16th January 2024 
Incredible Years Parent Workshop (for parents of children 

aged 6+) in Studio from 2pm-3pm  

Wednesday 24th January 2024 
Year 4 at Christingle Service at St. Nicholas’ Cathedral in 

Newcastle - 1pm-3pm 

Wednesday 31st January 2024 Restart a Heart workshop for Year 5 and Year 6 in School 

Friday 16th February 2024 HALF TERM 


