
8th December 2023 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

It seems that the Christmas season has really begun from the Worship Table getting its  
purple advent cloth to the sounds of Christmas songs ringing around the School. It is a 
wonderful time to be in School with our happy and excited children as they prepare for their 
performances which create real memories for them. Despite all the excitement the children 
continue to work hard on their curriculum work which you can see in the flyer this week. 

This week some of our Teaching Assistants have received Lego Therapy training and are 
keen to begin using this to support some of our children. 

Thanks to everyone for their support at the Christmas fair last week. I am pleased to let you 
know that we raised £1154.17 for more OPAL play equipment. The children are already 
thinking about what they would like to spend this money on. 

A special thank you to Tom, Mrs. Milner, Mrs. Graham and Miss Lake for organising our 
Music and Choir concert this week. It was well attended and allowed our children to      
showcase their talents. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the concert and the special ‘Geordie 
Banger’ hot dogs, brownies and mince pies. It was a privilege to present both Mrs. Milner 
and Mrs. Graham with Northumberland Community Champion Awards from                    
Guy Opperman, MP for their voluntary service in supporting music in the School.  

Please could I remind you that the School would prefer that the children did not wear       
earrings. If you wish your child to wear earrings they should be small studs and the children 
should be able to remove them themselves. It is not safe for children to take part in PE or 
swimming wearing earrings as they are very prone to be torn from earlobes when they 
catch on apparatus, clothing or other children. If you wish to have your child’s ears pierced I 
would suggest that this is done at the beginning of the summer holidays to allow them     
adequate time to heal. I would also like to remind you that children should not be wearing 
make up for School. This includes mascara, lipstick or false nails (acrylic or gel).          
Many thanks for your co-operation with this. 

Please see later in the flyer for information from The Toby Henderson Trust which supports 
children, adults and families with autism. They have also provided a great guide about   
having an autism friendly Christmas. This is filled with ideas and tips and can be found on 
the School website by clicking here. 

I would like to remind parents that next week we have our Ukulele Concert and Rocksteady 
Concert. There are also details about the Services happening at St. Andrew’s Church over 
the Christmas period. Details can be found on the calendar page in the flyer. 

Don’t forget to check out our contribution to the Diocesan Virtual Advent Calendar this 
week. Our door opens on Thursday and you can check it out by clicking here. 

Well done to Year 2 with not only the best attendance this week: 93.6% but the best        
attendance for the year to date: 97.9% 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and you have a relaxing weekend. 

Mr. A. Wheatley, 

Headteacher    

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

http://www.heddon-school.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Autism-Friendly-Christmas-Guide-2023.pdf
https://www.newcastle.anglican.org/diocesan-advent-calendar-2023.php


We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 

 

‘Whatever you do work at it with all your heart’  

        Colossians  3:23 

Class 
Attendance 

this week 
Class  

Attendance 

this week 

Attendance 

this year 

Attendance 

this year 

Reception 

(Owls) 
82.3% 

Year 3 

(Gibside) 
89.3% 94.5% 93.7% 

Year 1 

(Wallington) 
92.2% 

Year 4 

(Lindisfarne) 
90.4% 95.6% 95.8% 

Year 2 

(Cragside) 
93.6% 

Year 5 

(Bamburgh) 
84.1% 97.9% 94.9% 

  
Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
92.9%  95.3% 
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Problem Solving in Year 1 

The children in Year 1 have been so busy this week. We have been visiting 

church, working hard in all areas and been problem solvers in Maths! We had to 

investigate how many possible combinations of numbers could make a total of 10, 

11, 12, 13 and so on. We had so much fun finding this out. We were also visited 

on Friday by the school elf in our classroom!  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



Addition and Subtraction Strategies with Year 2 

In Year 2 we have been doing a lot of work on different addition and subtraction 
strategies.  We are amazing at using different methods and love showing our 
working out.    

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



Kindness Advent Calendars with Year 3 

Year 3 have been thinking carefully about all the different ways that they can 

show kindness to others. They have worked really hard to create a special advent 

calendar which has a kindness challenge or activity behind each door for them to 

try and do. We look forward to Year 3 making a real difference to others by       

carrying out these small acts of kindness both at home and School. This is a      

really great example of how we show love to others. 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Forest School in Year 4 

On Monday, Year 4 took part in some exciting forest school activities.                
Unfortunately due to torrential rain and ice, we had to stay indoors. But that      
certainly didn't stop the fun! We had a great time making stick people using all 
kinds of natural materials. We also played some team building games (which 
caused lots of laughs) including giant Rock, Paper, Scissors, and making the 
longest line with our bodies.   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

What can we remember about Forces with Year 5 

This week, Year 5 have come to the end of a very enjoyable Science unit. The 
children have loved learning all about Forces and the impact that they have. We 
always like to finish our Science units with a Mind-Map, this allows the children to 
record key facts that they have learned throughout the unit. This can be           
challenging because the children have to recall these facts from memory, to see 
how much they can remember over the unit of work. Children are encouraged to 
show their understanding by using key vocabulary, drawing diagrams and colour 
coding the information. Keep up the hard work!   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Sewing Advent Calendars in Year 6  

Year 6 had a busy week completing their Christmas advent calendars in Design 

and Technology lessons. Working in groups, the children created a design before 

using their sewing skills to bring them to life. They each took three numbers and 

applied the "doors" to their festive designs. We are very pleased with how they 

turned out. Next week, the children will evaluate their work and suggest ways in 

which their final product could be improved. Photographs of our trip to Beamish 

today will be posted in next week's flyer.   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Year 5 lead Celebration Assembly 

Year 5 had a great opportunity to lead Celebration Assembly this week as Year 6 
were out on their trip to Beamish. 

The children leading were confident and did an amazing job of announcing and 
giving out the certificates and announcing the house points for the week. 

It takes a lot of courage to be able to stand and speak in front of 200 other       
children and a number of adults and the children managed extremely well. We are 
really proud of you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Newsletter from Ponteland High School 

Please follow the link below to read the Year 7 Newsletter from Ponteland High 
School. It is lovely to see a number of our ex-pupils in the letter and to see what 
they are doing at the High School. 

To read the newsletter please click here. 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

https://www.ponthigh.org.uk/media/4158/nov-23-y7-newsletter.pdf


 

Christmas Tree 

Many thanks to Halls of Heddon who very kindly donated our Christmas tree for 

the Hall. The children thoroughly enjoyed decorating it and the sparkling lights 

and decorations brighten up our days! 

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

The School Music and Choir Evening 

The School Choir had a great time singing to a packed School Hall on Tuesday night. They 

sang a variety of Christmas songs interspersed with the children showcasing their talents. 

These included singing, dancing and playing musical  instruments (drums, guitars and piano). 

All guests enjoyed a special ‘Geordie Banger’ hotdog followed by brownies and mince pies as 

well as completing a Christmas quiz. 

Special thanks to Mr. Bell and his team for providing the food; Mrs. Graham, Mrs. Milner, Miss 

Lake and Tom for organising the event as well as to our other staff volunteers. 

It was particularly lovely to welcome back some of our ex-pupils from Ponteland High School 

including Henry and Abigail who compered the event with their own jokes and Sophie, Gracie, 

Jonny and Mac who helped both backstage and with the food. You are all a credit to your 

School! 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Diocesan Advent Calendar 

We were really pleased to be invited to contribute to the Diocesan Virtual Advent 

Calendar. Two Year 6 representatives recorded a short video reflection about the 

Bible verse, ‘Love your neighbour as you love yourself’ and how this links to  

Christmas. Please follow the link below to check out the calendar. The doors open 

one per day with our School contribution being on 14th December. 

To view the Virtual Advent Calendar please click here. 

 

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

https://www.newcastle.anglican.org/diocesan-advent-calendar-2023.php


 

Pele Trust Junior Park Run 

Mr. Smith, the Pele Trust Primary PE Lead, has organised a Festive Junior Park 
Run at the Town Moor in Newcastle. This will be a Christmas themed event in          
collaboration with Junior Park Run and is open to all children, family and friends 
from the Pele Trust Primary Schools.  

It is super inclusive as you can walk, run or go for a personal best over the 2km 
route. This event is free and is a great opportunity to have some healthy fun in a 
beautiful setting. 

The event is scheduled to take place on Sunday 17th December at 9am on the 
Town Moor. 

For more information and to sign up to take part please click here to register. 
Once you have done this you can then download their QR code that you need to 
take to the event.  

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

https://www.parkrun.org.uk/townmoor-juniors/
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Mental Wellbeing Advent Calendar 

We know that this time of year can be very busy and non-stop. While this can be 
a fun and exciting time it is also a time which may make some children feel      
anxious and stressed. Please see below the YoungMinds Wellbeing calendar. 

This calendar contains some simple daily activities, designed for Primary age   
children, which you can do alongside your child to help them to manage their 
mental wellbeing in the run up to Christmas. 

We hope that you not only find these useful but really enjoy spending time with 
your children doing them! 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Dates for your Diary - Autumn Term  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

Wednesday 13th December 

2023 

Christmas Dinner Day and Christmas Jumper Day for Save 

the Children charity 

Wednesday 13th December 

2023 
Year 3 and Year 4 Ukulele Concert in School Hall at 2.30pm 

Friday 15th December 2023 Rocksteady Concert in School Hall at 10am 

Sunday 17th December 2023 Pele Trust Park Run at Town Moor at 9am 

Tuesday 19th December 2023 Early Years Nativity in School Hall at 10am 

Tuesday 19th December 2023 Key Stage 1 Performance at Church at 1.30pm 

Wednesday 20th December 

2023 
Key Stage 1 Performance at Church at 5pm 

Friday 22nd December 2023 Key Stage 2 Carol Service at Church at 9.30am 

Friday 22nd December 2023 AUTUMN TERM ENDS 

Monday 8th January 2024 SPRING TERM BEGINS 


