
24th November 2023 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

As you will see in the flyer, alongside their usual work, the children have been doing lots 
of practical activities this week including Christmas Carols on the ukulele, searching for 
signs of Autumn, exploring the village, making smoothies as well as a range of Design 
Technology and Science investigations. It is wonderful to see the children not only 
learning valuable skills but the real enjoyment that this brings. There have been lots of 
smiles and ‘wow’ moments this week! 

I was pleased to welcome Mrs. Blain, Deputy CEO of Pele Trust (with responsibility for 
Primary) and Mrs. Robinson, Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Lead from  
Ponteland High School into School this week. They spent the day seeing what we do, 
speaking to staff and children. It was great to be able to share the work we do in School. 
The children spoke passionately and articulately about their learning in School. 

We were also pleased to have Mr. Kirk Lester, Army Welfare Service, in School this 
week.  Until the Christmas holidays he will be coming in on a Monday and working 
alongside Mrs. Walker with different classes doing Forest School activities. Key Stage 1 
had an amazing time this week and enjoyed making stick people from natural materials 
they found in the School grounds. 

Our Year 6 representatives had a great time at the NUFC Football Tournament at 
Cochrane Park this week. They played very well and qualified from their pool of 7 teams 
before finally losing in the semi-final to the eventual winners. Their attitude and conduct 
was exemplary throughout and they were fantastic ambassadors for our School.       
Well done!  

We wish our second Year 6 football team luck for next week when they attend the Pele 
Trust Football Tournament at Ponteland High School. 

I would like to remind you all about our upcoming School Christmas Fair on Friday 1st 
December from 1.30pm to 3.30pm. We have some fantastic raffle prizes including a 
signed Newcastle United football. Raffle tickets for this prize are on sale for £1 per strip. 
We would love to see you at this event. 

We are really lucky to have secured a free parental workshop from the Family Hub. It is 
called ‘Incredible Years’ and takes place in School on Tuesday 5th December,          
2pm-3pm. There are further details later in the flyer. 

If either you or someone you know would like to join our School team we have a    
Teaching Assistant vacancy. Further details are later in the flyer.  

Well done to Year 2 with the best attendance this week: 99.2%                

This is the third week in a row Year 2 has had the best attendance! 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and have a relaxing weekend. 

Mr. A. Wheatley, 

Headteacher    

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 

 

‘Whatever you do work at it with all your heart’  

        Colossians  3:23 

Class Attendance Class  Attendance 

Reception (Owls) 97.3% Year 3 (Gibside) 94.7% 

Year 1 (Wallington) 96.5% Year 4 (Lindisfarne) 96.8% 

Year 2 (Cragside) 99.2% Year 5 (Bamburgh) 94.5% 

  
Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
97.4% 



 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 
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A Busy Week in Year 1 

This week in Year One, we investigated some interesting clues about our new   

Literature Works text, we found some vegetables, a superhero cape and a mask 

in our classroom! We also enjoyed an outdoor walk in Science, where we looked 

around for different signs of Autumn. We noticed lots of leaves on the ground that 

had turned orange, brown and yellow. We have had a great first week with our 

new teacher.   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



Smoothies with Mr. Bell in Year 2 

We have had an exciting week in Year 2. We had a special visitor Mr. Bell the   
Pele Trust Catering Manager. He came in to help us with our Design and        
Technology lesson to make smoothies. He showed us how to use a knife safely to 
cut up fruit and helped us to peel, grate and blend our healthy fruit recipes.      
The smoothies tasted great!  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



Learning about Light with Year 3 

Year 3 are focusing on Light in Science.  This week we explored how different 

materials reflect light, using our torches.  We are all really looking forward to our 

trip to the Centre for Life next week where we will be taking part in a workshop all 

about light (as well as ice skating!)  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Christmas Ukulele Lessons in Year 4 

Christmas arrived in Year 4 this week as we played Christmas carols in our     
ukulele lesson. We are now very good at all the basic chords and sang along 
merrily with our playing to Last Christmas, Silent Night, Jingle Bells, Run Run   
Rudolph and, everyone's favourite, Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer!  

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Exploring Air Resistance in Year 5 

This week, Year 5 have been learning all about air resistance in our third forces 
lesson. We have enjoyed making, testing and evaluating our parachutes, whilst 
seeing the impact that surface area has on air resistance. We discussed the     
importance of fair testing and how that makes our results and data accurate and 
reliable. Each week, the children are growing in confidence as they are writing up 
their experiments, it is great to see them using the correct scientific vocabulary.    

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

A Busy Time in Year 6  

This week started with the children practising their sewing skills in Design      

Technology, to prepare for their Christmas calendar work later in the half term. 

Using binca, we recapped how to complete the running stitch, back stitch and 

cross stitch. Next week we will be looking at how to attach buttons and other 

items onto fabric. The children ended the week with a lovely piece of descriptive 

writing, linked to the Ghost of Christmas Past in Stave 3 of our class text,            

‘A Christmas Carol’.   

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Forest School Activities 

The children in Key Stage 1 had a great time working with Mr. Kirk Lester, Army 

Welfare Service, and Mrs. Walker this week doing some Forest School activities. 

As well as some warm up games they collected natural materials and made their 

own stick people.  

 

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Year 6 Mixed Football Team  

Well done to the Year 6 mixed football team for their efforts at Cochrane Park this 

week. The team qualified from their group of 7 schools in the Newcastle United 

Foundation Tournament before being knocked out in the semi-finals by Sacred 

Heart, who ultimately went on to win the competition. Not only were they excellent 

on the football pitch, their attitude and conduct was exemplary across the     

morning, once again making the school proud. Well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Heddon Juniors FC who sponsor our football strips.  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Charity Update 

Thank you so much for your generous donations last week for Children in Need. 

We have raised £197.50 which will go towards supporting children across the UK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Early Years Welly Walk has to date raised an absolutely amazing amount of 

£1148 which will go towards developing the outdoor area in Early Years.  

Thank you so much and well done Early Years. 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Would you or someone you know like to join our School team? 

The School currently has a vacancy for a Teaching Assistant. 

The Academy Committee of Heddon-on-the-Wall St. Andrew’s CE Primary School are 
seeking to appoint a part time Teaching Assistant to this high achieving school. 
This is an exciting opportunity to join an effective school. 

We are looking for someone who: 
Is an excellent teaching assistant with high expectations for learning; 
Is enthusiastic, highly motivated, energetic and creative; 
Enjoys new challenges and working as part of an effective team; 
Believes that all children can achieve success; 
Preferably has experience in Early Years. 

In return we can offer: 
Committed, dynamic and supportive staff and Governors; 
An excellent work environment; 
Support for career development. 
 

Contract type: term-time only; part time 19.5 hours per week 

Grade / Salary: Band 3 with possible acting up opportunities 
 

Closing date: Monday 4th December 2023 
 

Full details are available on the North East Jobs website or by clicking here  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of all pupils and   
expects all staff to share this commitment. Successful applicants will undertake an     
Enhanced Disclosure from the Disclosure and Barring Service.  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

https://www.northeastjobs.org.uk/job/_/255108
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Dates for your Diary - Autumn Term  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

Tuesday 28th November 2023 Year 3 visit to Centre for Life 

Friday 1st December 2023 School Christmas Fair (1.30pm - 3.30pm) 

Tuesday 5th December 2023 

Incredible Years Parenting Workshop for Parents of children 

aged 2-6 years. Free workshop in School Studio from       

2pm-3pm. (Run by the Family Hub)  

Tuesday 5th December 2023 Choir Christmas Concert in School Hall at 5pm 

Friday 8th December 2023 Year 6 visit to Beamish 

Wednesday 13th December 

2023 

Christmas Dinner Day and Christmas Jumper Day for Save 

the Children charity 

Friday 15th December 2023 Rocksteady Concert in School Hall at 10am 

Tuesday 19th December 2023 Early Years Nativity in School Hall at 10am 

Tuesday 19th December 2023 Key Stage 1 Performance at Church at 1.30pm 

Wednesday 20th December 

2023 
Key Stage 1 Performance at Church at 5pm 

Friday 22nd December 2023 Key Stage 2 Carol Service at Church at 9.30am 

Friday 22nd December AUTUMN TERM ENDS 


