
27th October 2023 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

As we reach the end of the longest half term that I can remember I would like to offer my 
thanks to all the staff in School who have worked so hard with your children. I’d also like 
to recognise the huge amounts of hard work that the children have put in since         
September. We are already seeing them make real progress and mature this year. 

I would like to let you know that when Miss Kerridge begins her maternity leave Year 1 
will be taught by Miss Graham. Miss Graham is an experienced Key Stage 1 and Year 1 
teacher. She will be meeting with Miss Kerridge and the children after half term and with 
you at Parents Evening after half term. 

Thank you to everyone who joined us today for our Harvest Festivals at St. Andrew’s 
Church. We are always overwhelmed at the number of people who turn out to support 
the children at these services. We very much hope that you enjoyed them as much as 
the children did. Please see the pictures later in the flyer. 

Thank you very much for your amazing generosity in donating items for our  Harvest  
Collection which has been collected by both the Foodbank and the People’s Kitchen.    
It is great to be able make a real difference to people in our local community. 

As well as seeing all the amazing things your children have been doing this week,    
Mrs. Cubbage has added the Autumn OPAL Play newsletter so you can see all the    
developments taking place at lunchtimes along with pictures of the children.  

I would like to let you know that our non-uniform day raised £180 for OPAL Play which 
will be used to purchase storage bins so that the children can access the resources    
independently. 

The online portal for applications for places for Reception opens on Wednesday 1st   
November 2023. If your child is in Nursery you will need to apply for a place for 
Reception. If you have any questions about this process please contact the School     
Office. 

Next week are two big events in the children’s calendars - Halloween and Bonfire Night. 
While both nights are tremendous fun for the children it is important that they enjoy them 
safely. I have added a couple of sections into the flyer with some safety tips to help both 
nights happen safely for the children. 

Please could I ask that anyone who brings their child to School by car parks and drives   
showing respect to other drivers and residents. If you see parking or driving which you 
feel is unsafe please can you contact the Police on 101. 

Well done to Year 2 with the best attendance this week: 99.2% 

I would like to remind you that School reopens on Tuesday 7th November 2023. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this flyer and have a relaxing and peaceful half term. 

Mr. A. Wheatley, 

Headteacher    

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



We continue to focus on attendance and punctuality so please remember that our School starts 

at 8.55am (9am for Nursery) and anyone arriving after this time will me marked as late. 

 

Attendance for this week is summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 

 

‘Whatever you do work at it with all your heart’  

        Colossians  3:23 

Class Attendance Class  Attendance 

Reception (Owls) 96.3% Year 3 (Gibside) 90% 

Year 1 (Wallington) 92.4% Year 4 (Lindisfarne) 94.6% 

Year 2 (Cragside) 99.2% Year 5 (Bamburgh) 91.7% 

  
Year 6 

(Dunstanburgh) 
90.3% 
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At Wallington Hall with Year 1 

Year 1 had a great trip to Wallington this week! The children explored the play fort 

and little acorns play area, walked through the woodlands, performed our class 

poem by a pond and visited the wildlife hide to do some bird spotting.  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Be Bright Be Seen with Year 1 

This week in Year we have been thinking about the 'Be Bright, Be Seen'         
campaign with the mornings and evenings beginning to get darker. We discussed 
the importance of wearing bright colours during the day and reflective colours at 
night so that we can be seen. today the children started to make their own keyring 
that they can attach to their coats or book bags to help them be seen on their way 
to and from School. The children will be finishing their keyrings after half term.  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



Learning about Chocolate with Year 2 

In Year 2 this half term we have been reading 'From Bean to Bar', to find out 
where chocolate comes from and how it is made.  This week we had a go at  
making our own Chocolates and wrote instructions. I hope you all enjoyed eating 
your yummy chocolates!  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



A ’Big Dig’ with Year 3 

Year 3 have had a fabulous 'Big-Digging' couple of days!  They have excavated, 

cleaned, sorted, observed and recorded all of their finds - a great end to our 

Stone Age to Iron Age topic!  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



The ’Big Dig’ Museum Year 3 

Year 3 created and opened their special ’Big Dig’ Museum this afternoon to   

showcase all the things they found during their archeological excavations!  

They loved sharing their finds with their grown ups at the end of the day. 

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Making Roman Bullas with Year 4 

This half term in DT we have researched, designed and made Roman Bulla's. 
Making the bulla's took lots of patience and really tested our resilience skills.  
Sewing is a tricky skill to learn and everyone persevered and did a super job! 
Look at how proud we are of our fabulous creations!  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Science Mind Maps in Year 5 

This week we have been creating 'Mind-maps' for the Science topic we have  
studied this half term. The children in Year 5 have had to work really hard to try 
and remember all of the key information that they have learned over this unit of 
work. We have loved showing off our knowledge of a subject in a new way that 
helps us remember more!  

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 



 

Block Printing with Year 6  

Year 6 had a successful yet difficult art lesson this week, as we entered the final 
stage of our William Morris printing unit. We used rollers to apply printing ink to 
our polymer blocks, before pressing and rolling our blocks onto the card. This was 
then repeated to create patterns, replicating the processes used by Morris      
originally.  

Additionally, I would like to give a big well done and thank you to all of Year 6 this 
week, for completing their first round of mock sats papers. The children's efforts 
and determination has been clear to see; they should be very proud of           
themselves. Marked papers will be returned to the children after the half term so 
that they can have a look through their answers with a parent or carer at home. 
This will be the children's homework set on the first week back.  
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Harvest Collections 

This year the donations of food are going to the People’s Kitchen 

(peopleskitchen.co.uk) and West End Foodbank 

(newcastlewestend.foodbank.org.uk) 

These charities support people in our local area who are in need of food and   

other essential items. The foodbank gave out 23,709 food parcels out in the last 

year. 

Your generous gifts will make a real difference to people in our local community. 

Jesus said the greatest commandment was to ‘love your neighbour as yourself.’  

The gifts you have donated are a real example of this love in action. 

peopleskitchen.co.uk
https://newcastlewestend.foodbank.org.uk/


 

Out of School Club 

In Out of School Club this week the children all did a scavenger hunt outside to 
collect various types of nature to make our Autumn pictures. They collected 
leaves, twigs, grass... anything they could find! They made some very creative  
pictures to take home, well done everyone. Some of us got very messy with 
paints and pumpkins! What a fun week we have had.   
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Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

w/c Monday 30th October 

2023 
HALF TERM 

Tuesday 31st October 2023 Online portal for Secondary School applications closes 

Wednesday 1st November 

2023 
Online portal for Reception applications opens 

Monday 6th November 2023 TRAINING DAY 

Tuesday 7th November 2023 Parents Evening 

Thursday 9th November 2023 Parents Evening 

Monday 13th November 2023 Diwali Festival of Light Theme Day Lunch Menu 

Friday 17th November 2023 Non-Uniform Day for Children in Need 

Tuesday 28th November 2023 Year 3 visit to Centre for Life 

Friday 1st December 2023 School Christmas Fair (1.30pm - 3.30pm) 



 

Dates for your Diary - Autumn Term Page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Please note that these dates are all subject to change. 

 Further dates will be added as they are confirmed.  

 If you require further information about an event please do not hesitate to contact the  

 School Office. 

 

 

 

Whatever you do work at it with all your heart  

        Colossians  3:23 

Tuesday 5th December 2023 Choir Christmas Concert in School Hall at 5pm 

Friday 8th December 2023 Year 6 visit to Beamish 

Wednesday 13th December 

2023 

Christmas Dinner Day and Christmas Jumper Day for Save 

the Children charity 

Friday 15th December 2023 Rocksteady Concert in School Hall at 10am 

Tuesday 19th December 2023 Early Years Nativity in School Hall at 10am 

Tuesday 19th December 2023 Key Stage 1 Performance at Church at 1.30pm 

Wednesday 20th December 

2023 
Key Stage 1 Performance at Church at 5pm 

Friday 22nd December 2023 Key Stage 2 Carol Service at Church at 9.30am 

Friday 22nd December AUTUMN TERM ENDS 


