
Florence Nightingale

A Famous nurse

Born 1820. Died 1910.



Florence was born on 12th May 1820 – She was named after the city of 
Florence in Italy where she was born.  Her family moved to England 
when she was very young.

Her family were very rich. She didn’t go to school she did her learning 
at home with her Father and her sister.



As a young woman Florence felt that God had called her to help others.

She wanted to be a nurse but her parents didn’t want her to be one.

But she disobeyed her parents and became a nurse.





























Florence Nightingale died in 1910

The Lady with the Lamp

She was a real hero!!



Florence Nightingale 
Nurses then………

Florence 
Nightingale Nurses 
now!



Hospitals then……….



Hospitals now…….



Have a think…

Do you think Florence Nightingale would like to be a 
nurse now?

Do you think the hospitals are cleaner now?

Do you think the nurses look different now?

Do you think hospitals look different now?

Which hospital would you rather be in if you were not 
very well?



Before Florence changed things
• Hospitals were dirty
• Hospitals were smelly

• There were not enough beds for each 
person

• There were rats on the floor
• Patients were not washed for months in

hospital
• The food was horrible and had no 

nutritional value
• Nurses had no training

• There were no strict rules for nursing 
staff

• Nurses and doctors did not wash their
hands enough



Your task:  Can you show what hospitals were like before 
and after Florence Nightingale. 



Ideas to help you with your task!


