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Northern Area Command

Hexham Police Station

Shaftoe Leazes
Hexham
NE46 3DG
The Safety of all children and persons when attending school is of utmost importance.

There are a number of  hazards faced by children and parents on their daily journey to school. Many of these hazards are easily rectified with common sense, consideration and an understanding of Road Safety and Road Traffic regulations.
All parents, guardians and those visiting school premises have a shared responsibility in ensuring the safety of children.

Many complaints are received regarding the manner of parking and driving when attending school. Observations at schools over many years have also shown that pedestrian behaviour could also be improved to maximise safety.

The Highway Code is essential reading for all motorists and pedestrians.
Of note and relevance:

Pedestrians

Pedestrians should use crossings where they are provided.
Always check traffic has stopped before using crossing.
Pedestrians must not loiter on any type of crossing.
Ensure that young children are supervised when crossing.
Children should also be encouraged to show consideration to others. Use of scooters on private driveways and footpaths and footballs kicked towards resident addresses create unnecessary nuisance.
Motorists

Motorists  MUST NOT wait or park on yellow lines during the times of operation shown on nearby time plates.
Double yellow lines indicate a prohibition of waiting at any time even if there are no upright signs. Motorists MUST NOT wait or park, or stop to set down and pick up passengers, on school entrance markings.
Motorists MUST NOT leave your vehicle or trailer in a dangerous position or where it causes any unnecessary obstruction of the road. Parking on the pavement can obstruct and seriously inconvenience pedestrians, people in wheelchairs or with visual impairments and people with prams or pushchairs.

DO NOT stop or park:

· near a school entrance

· anywhere you would prevent access for Emergency Services

· at or near a bus or tram stop or taxi rank

· on the approach to a level crossing/tramway crossing

· opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction, except in an authorised parking space

· opposite a traffic island or (if this would cause an obstruction) another parked vehicle

· where the kerb has been lowered to help wheelchair users and powered mobility vehicles

· in front of an entrance to a property

· on a bend
Use off-street parking areas, or bays marked out with white lines on the road as parking places, wherever possible. If you have to stop on the roadside:

· do not park facing against the traffic flow

· you MUST switch off the engine, headlights and fog lights

· you MUST apply the handbrake before leaving the vehicle

· you MUST ensure you do not hit anyone when you open your door. Check for cyclists or other traffic

· it is safer for your passengers (especially children) to get out of the vehicle on the side next to the kerb

There has also been an increase in reports of inconsiderate or careless driving, use of mobile phones whilst driving and children and or parents not wearing seat belts.
The below is an indication as to potential penalties should a motorist be found to contravene any of the traffic laws outlined.

Careless and Inconsiderate Driving

Unlimited fine / Discretionary disqualification or 3 – 9 pts

Failing to have proper control of vehicle, or using hand held phone whilst driving

£1000 fine / Discretionary disqualification  or 3pts

Traffic light offences

£1000 fine / Discretionary disqualification  or 3pts

Seat Belt offences

£500 fine  

Blue Badge Holders
Any motorist using a blue badge, should be authorised to do so.

Although there are exemptions to some regulations all Blue Badge Holders are still required to drive and park with same consideration.

	
	
	


Please help us to improve road safety in and around our local schools.
Have consideration for other road users, local residents and the safety of all children.
Yours faithfully, 
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Kevin Oates

Neighbourhood Inspector  

Tel: 101 extension 61431

